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Man’s Best and God’s Best 
By Adah Richmond 


AN stands before the bar of Earth 
With calm, indifferent mien, 

Murderer, false witness, 

Blasphemous, and unclean; 
And says with light assurance, 

“I am not a sinful man; 
I have done as well as others ; 

I have done the best I can.” 


God looks upon a lonely form, 
High and lifted up, 
Drinking to its bitter dregs 
All His Father’s cup ; 
His visage marred until He seemed 
Searce in the form of man ; 
And says to Earth, . 
** Behold your sin. 
Behold God’s only Son.” 


In the white light of that Presence, 
Where angels veil the face, 
And “ Holy, Holy, Holy” 
Rings through Heaven’s space, 
In my polluted rags, my best, 
For cleansing, Lord, I stand. 
I bring a Lamb, an offering, 
Thy Best, within my hand. 








Our Prayer Helpers 

There is no comfort like that of a praying friend. 
We have all known what it is to be in desperate, per- 
haps agonizing need, and to call upon some consecrat- 
ed friend to pray for-us: We may have gone to that 
friend personally, or called on the telephone for this 
help, or sent a letter or telegram; when we know the 
message is delivered and our friend is praying there 
is a steadying, comforting sense of help and relief. 
Later, when the deliverance comes, how gratefully we 
thank this friend for the intercession that brought us 
through. What if that friend were Christ? A mis- 
sionary reader of the Times writes m a personal 
letter: “If we could hear Christ praying for us, just 
the other side of the bedroom door, what a feeling of 
perfect rest would come. But he is praying for us, 
exactly as though we could hear the words his dear 
lips are saying!” Yes, it is true. “He ever liveth to 
make intercession for” those that come unto God by 
him (Heb. 7:25). And there is another friend who 
prays for us when our need is so desperate that we 
do not know how to pray. “Likewise the Spirit also 


helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we 
should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit himself 
maketh intercession for us with groanings which can- 
not be uttered” (Rom. 8:26). Why should we ever 
fear again? God wants us to turn to our human 
friends for prayer help; they are needed; he promises 
to hear and answer “if two of you shall agree on 
earth as touching any thing that they shall ask” (Matt. 
18:19). But he does not leave us alone with our 
human friends even in intercession; the risen and 
glorified Christ on the throne of God is praying for 
us also, and the Holy Spirit, “called alongside to 
help,” is uniting in’prayer. Let us thank God for the 
prayer help that is “exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think”! 


a= 


Workers Together 


What did the apostle Paul really mean by “the 
love of Christ constraineth us”? (2 Cor. 5:14.) Did 
he just mean that Christ’s love impels us to love and 
serve him? This is undoubtedly true and very defin- 
itely taught by the apostle and the whole New Testa- 
ment, but does not this passage go deeper? The Greek 
for the word rendered “constraineth” is suneko, and 
literally means “hold together.” Behind it lies a 
forceful picture suggested by the fact that it is the 
word used for holding together in rhythm the rowers 
in a Greek or Roman galley. The master of the 
oarsmen stood in the stern with gavel in hand and 
on a heavy sounding table beat out the stroke, and 
every rower took his count from that sound. To do 
otherwise might well have proved fatal. One of 
those long oars out of time would have thrown con- 
fusion into the whole bank and this might have made 
the difference between defeat and victory in a battle, 
between death and life in a storm. So it is with us 
as Christians, both individuals and groups. One 
member out of rhythm means confusion in the whole 


body and often defeat of our testimony for our Lord. 
But, as the heartbeats of the love of Christ sound 
through the depths of our souls, we catch the rhythm 
that “holds together” every energy of our lives in 
one controlling purpose and move on in triumph 
through battle and storm, listening only to the 
sounded-out note of his love. 


a 
Shall We Reject the Bones? 


Human arrogance can scarcely go farther than 
when it presumes to select from the Bible what 
teachings are essential, worthy of general acceptance. 
One of the most popular of present-day radio preach- 
ers had recently to answer a question as to his own 
interpretation of the Scriptural teachings concerning 
the second coming of Christ, particularly that 
prophecy found in the twenty-fourth chapter of Mat- 
thew. He replied, “I do not attempt to explain Matthew 
24. I read the Bible very much as I eat fish : I take 
the meat and leave the bones!” Such a course is the 
only one consistent with his views. ‘If he should 
endorse these predictions he would be involved in 
hopeless contradiction; nevertheless, to those who 
reverence the Bible as the work of the Holy Spirit, 
his answer seems nothing less than an affront to him 
who indited the twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew’s 
Gospel even as he did other “difficult” passages to 
which the speaker referred. But the preacher spoke 
more truly than he himself would wish to admit when 
he called this precious doctrine “the bones,” for it 
is to the plan of redemption in a sense what the bony 
structure is to the body : without it the hope that 
this sin-cursed world will one day put into practice 
the ethical teachings of our Lord falls limp and 
powerless and becomes despair. If Christ be not risen 
our faith is futile; but as surely as Christ is risen 
is he coming again in the clouds of glory for them 
that wait for him and love his appearing. 


A Friend of the Fatherless 


eranism of the nineteenth century was the late 

Dr. William A. Passavant of Pittsburgh. It 
would do him an injustice to say that he was a great 
exponent of “social Christianity.” For the phrase 
“social Christianity” has, at the present time, unsat- 
isfactory connotations. It has spoiled in the using. 
Dr. Passavant made great sacrifice of health and 
wealth and convenience, and his whole social work 
was permeated with evangelical motive. 

‘He tells us how, as a young man in the theological 
seminary in Gettysburg, he came to the fullness of 
evangelical experience. “At that time I could only 
say, ‘I know he is the Saviour of all men,’ but I 
could not say, ‘He is my Saviour who has redeemed 
me, a lost and condemned creature, not with silver 
and gold but with his holy and precious blood and 
with his innocent sufferings and death.’ Oh, the bit- 
terness of those months of uncertainty! Yet when 
after tears and strong cryings to God I was reduced 
to the confession that I could do nothing toward merit- 
ing salvation, it pleased God by the foolishness of 
preaching to work in me the saving trust in Christ. 
I thought I had never been converted, but, this was 
a mistake in my case as in that of Wesley and count- 
less others. But the consciousness of personal salva- 
tion is the greatest of all consolations especially to a 
minister of the Word. It brings him into a new 
world of life and love. In all the trying experiences 
through which we poor ministers must pass nothing 
is more helpful to us than this experience of a soul- 
struggle with the light and love of God. It is the 
one great proposition without which we may be in- 
deed useful by holding the lamp at the door for 
others to enter in and be saved, while we remain 


Te most outstanding figure in American Luth- 





This editorial is based on “Life and Letters of W. A. 
Passavant,.” by Dr. George H. Gerberding. (Young Luth- 
eran Publishing Co., Greenville, Pa., $2.) 


without in the dreariness and trembling of a chill 
servitude. It alone can make our ministry a thing 
of unspeakable gladness and enlarged fullness. 

“A chapter in the Old Testament in the morning, 
read over, prayed over, and studied, often on my knees, 
and in the evening one in the New Testament in the 
same spirit, did wonders for me. I read regularly 
until the whole Bible was studied, arid I was amazed 
at both my simple ignorance of the Word and at my 
advance in knowledge by thus comparing spiritual 
things with spiritual in the Old and New Testaments. 
I was especially inspired and quickened to find a 
personal faith in Christ, the Lamb of God, like a 
great meridian-line stretched over the four thousand 
years of the history of the Old Testament into the New. 
Silence and solitude are the home of the mighty. Be 
much with God that you may do much for men.” 

From this one can readily believe that Dr. Passa- 
vant was a great preacher of the Word and as great 
a pastor. Even when in the seminary he made a 
house-to-house visitation in Adams County, Pa., and 
it is recorded that in later life when stranded for 
three days at Brownsville he spent the whole time 
looking up and evangelizing the colored people of 
the place, for he was ever drawn to that race. For 
fifty years he was editor of The Missionary Herald 
of his church, and through it molded the life of 
American Lutheranism. No single man did so much 
to arouse the church to care for the immigrants who 
were pouring into the Northwest. His wise counsels 
guided these Scandinavians. He encouraged the hard- 
pressed wives of pastors, helped the pastors establish 
their academies, begged English books for their 
libraries, secured money to buy sites and ~ build 
churches. In 1856 he visited Minnesota, often stop- 
ping in claim shanties through whose canvas roofs 
the rain poured into his bed. 

Editor, pastor, traveling missionary, — preaching or 
visiting from house to house, journeying on train or 
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boat, soliciting funds for churches and institutions in 
all parts of the land, and night after night, when 
others were comfortably sleeping, on his knees en- 
trusting to his heavenly Father the care of all the 
churches, — here was truly a figure of Pauline zeal 
and devotion. But this was but a minor part of his 
ministry. : 

For Dr. Passavant was the American Fliedner, 
the greatest organizer of charity who has yet appeared 
in our land. Yet how few know even his name. 
“Only when the Church goes about doing good, both 
in preaching the Gospel and healing the sick, is she 
reproducing the life of Christ in its best and holiest 
form.” So he wrote and so he acted. 

A chance visit to a London orphanage first turned 
his attention to this form of Christian testimony. He 
began himself to save money, omitting a meal or 
walking instead of riding. A considerable purse 
accumulated. Out of it came a little hospital with 
beds for a few sick folk and from this in turn a 
lovely constejlation of charitable institutions. This 
first hospital was opened in Allegheny in 1848. Pas- 
savant himself began the work by nursing two fever- 
sick soldiers home from the Mexican War. He had 
begged an old stove, a few beds, and some chairs. 
This was all its equipment. 

At this time there was an outbreak of cholera, and 
Passavant took in a few patients. Residents in the 
neighborhood resented this and stoned the house. The 
mayor and a committee visited the hospital and or- 
dered that the cholera patients be moved elsewhere. 
Those unable to walk were loaded in their beds on 
a wagon and the driver started for he knew not 
whither. Dr. Passavant had often looked upon the 
hills of Lacyville as a desirable place for a hospital. 
Thither the wagon was directed with its precious 
load. Passavant walked ahead praying as he went. 
The Lacyville road led over a high hill on which 
stood a spacious building occupied as a girls’ seminary. 
It being vacation time the building stood empty. 
Passavant went in, took an option on it, and got per- 
mission to unload his patients. He succeeded in in- 
teresting some friends, and enough was secured to 
purchase the property. So his hospital was better 
housed than ever. 

When this hospital was dedicated, Fliedner, the 
founder of the Kaiserwerth Mother House for Dea- 
conesses, came from Europe to speak at the exercises. 
In his address he urged on those present the needs 
of orphan children. A German colporteur, whose heart 
the Lord touched, came up after the meeting and 
contributed a dollar for an orphan home. “The or- 
phan home and farm school,” wrote Passavant later, 
“were commenced under the clear conviction that the 
cause of the fatherless is the cause of God. Our sole 
reliance was on him who has graciously promised to 
supply all our need through Jesus Christ. The ordinary 
modes of paid agency were therefore discarded. Beg- 
ging sermons and appeals were persistently refused. 
Only where it was requested was a simple statement 
of the objects and plans of the Institution made at 
the close of the service. Everything was avoided 
which would mar the purity of Christian faith or 
weaken the fervor of that divine. charity which flows 
without constraint from love to God. 

_ “Going forth without scrip or purse to receive every 
indigent orphan child of the requisite age and char- 
acter, we may be asked, ‘Lacked ye anything?’ After 
an experience of eight years we must joyfully answer, 
‘Nothing.’ Every worthy application has been cor- 
dially welcomed. And yet God has given our chil- 
dren bread and fish every day and water from the 
brook. He has provided them a house to dwell in 
such as his own dear Son had not: What seemed to 
our impatience withheld is now clearly seen to have 
been for the highest good. It has taught us the dif- 
ficult lesson of dependence upon God. It has led 
to a simpler faith and to strong crying to the Lord.” 

In April, 1854, the last penny of obligation was 
paid, leaving seventy-five cents in the treasury. But 
the growth of the home made a new building neces- 
sary and contracts were let out for it, though there 
was not a penny in sight. Then came trial of faith 
indeed. Drought and grasshoppers ruined the crops 
of the country. In many places cattle perished in 
the field. Flour rose from five to eleven dollars a 
barrel. Labor and materials went up correspondingly. 
To cap all, the cholera came, and the orphanage was 
crowded with fresh orphans. A few months later 
came a national financial crisis. Banks went down, 
subscriptions and voluntary loans were withdrawn. 
“The struggles and pleadings of that dark year were 
known only to Him.” It was Job’s experience in 
Pennsylvania! 

This was the. first orphanage of the Lutheran 
Church. The great immigration from northern Europe 
made it bitterly needed. Here was a family coming 
from Norway,—father, mother, and four children. 
A little beyond Buffalo the father was caught under 
the wheels of a train and killed. The widow came to 
a Norwegian settlement in Illinois and died of cholera. 
The man with whom the four cnildren were left had 
his own largewamily. “We need scarcely say that 
we wrote immediately to send the children on.” In 
these terrible cholera days Dr. Passavant went to 
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Chicago and found the devoted pioneer missionary 
among the Swedes, “Father” Carlson, making coffins 
with his own hands and saying with tears, “What 
shall I do with their orphan children?” “Send, twelve 
to me,” was Passavant’s reply. One of the early 
consignments of children was sent from Philadelphia. 
Dr. Passavant went to the station expecting to find 
a group of clean and happy children. Instead of 
this he found them begrimed with dust of travel and 
stained with tears. When he told them who he was 
one of the larger girls ran up to him, threw her arms 
about his neck and sobbed, “So you are Mr. Passa- 


vant, and you wil! be our father.” ‘He tells us that - 


then and there he received a lesson as to what it 
means to be director‘of an orphanage. “How neces- 
sary, when death robs the child of its natural protector, 
that the Church of the Redeemer should stand in his 
place.” 

The needs of immigrants passing through Chicago 
led Dr. Passavant to establish a hospital in that city. 
This cared for fever-stricken patients from Norway, 
Sweden, and Germany whom poverty had driven from 
the fatherlands. Many of them, after untold suffer- 
ings on filthy vessels and crowded railway cars, ar- 
rived in Chicago on their westward way, sick, 
strangers, and even dying, without a crust to eat or 
a place to lay the head. This, as all of Dr. Passa- 
vant’s enterprises, was started in a small way. A 
Sister who helped to open this hospital gives this 
vivid picture of the early struggle: 

“We got to Chicago in a drizzling rain. The old 
house had been painted but not cleaned. I wish the 
kodak fiends had been round to take its picture. The 
kitchen stove was up. We had a fire made in it 
and coffee prepared in a tin pot. We had cheese and 
bread, and brown wrapping paper for dishes. There 
were several wooden bedsteads without springs, a 
few kitchen chairs, etc.. As soon as we had warm 
water we began to clean house. Dr. Passavant put 
up the beds, and we were soon ready to open. 
Swedish woman brought her little boy Hermann who 
had a crushed foot. He had no change of clothes, 
so we had to make him a gown out of some of ours. 
Dr. Passavant ‘helped the physician to wash and 
dress him. The house was soon full of patients. I 
had to give up my bed and sleep on the floor for 
months. When some of the patients died the neigh- 
borhood, in alarm, petitioned the authorities to close 
the ‘hospital. In those days we rarely had a pay- 
patient. 

“One day I told the doctor we had no money and 
could not bear to ask for credit. He said, ‘The Lord 
will provide. I am going out to get some money, 
and will be back for dinner.’ When he came back 
he had not a cent, but had picked up a poor man 
shaking with ague, and asked me to give him a bed. 
I made one for him on the floor. ‘The Lord has not 
sent us money,’ he said, ‘but he sent us one of his 
people to be cared for.’ No one but God knows the 
struggle of those early days, and how that good 
man tramoed the streets of Chicago, day after day, 
to have the cold-shoulder turned to his appeals. I 
can never forget his prayers in the evenings after those 
days of disappointment. 

“Many a day did I go to bed crying because the 
physician had ordered something for a patient and 
I could not get it. The doctor would encourage me 
and say, ‘Sister Isabel, do not think of these disagree- 
able people. Just remember you are doing it for the 
Lord. Put your Bible under your pillow and read 
, Passage while dressing since you are so busy all 

ay. 

“I was not half thankful enough for being asso- 
ciated with such a man of God. As I look back on 
him he is more and more a wonder to me.” 

When, years later, he bought the site for the Mil- 
waukee Hospital, he was without the money to close 
the deal. One who was present writes: “While the 
administrators were sitting in my office with Dr. 
Passavant, theedescription and terms being read, Dr. 
Passavant sat silently with eyes closed. When asked 
if he had any objections to the terms which required 
a thousand dollars in cash he replied, ‘None,’ his eyes 
still closed and turned upward. As the final words 
were being written into the deed a servant announced 
that Dr. Passavant was wanted in the adjoining room. 
He went out and in a few moments returned smiling 
and laid down a thousand dollars. A friend had un- 
expectedly appeared and put the money in his hands. 
He himself had not a cent about him!” 

This Milwaukee Hospital, during fifteen years, cared 
for eyery form of infection, including smallpox, that 
religion might not be dishonored when the municipal 
authorities neglected these unfortunates. ,As a con- 
sequence persecution of the most unscrupulous char- 
acter hounded thc institution’ long after a city pest- 
house had been erected. A square of its beautiful 
grounds was cut off by forcing a street through them, 
and the entire cust of its construction, $6,000, was 
assessed to the hospital. The legislature was invoked 
to cut another street through the remainder, and when 
this was defeated only by the greatest exertion, an 
attempt was made to repeal the charter. But the hand 


of God was over the hospital and all these efforts 
failed. 


Finding Time for Prayer 
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Other -institutions followed. The Lutheran Mother 
House in Milwaukee was Passavant’s creation. The 
Germantown Orphans Home was an offshoot of ‘his 
work; also the Wartburg Orphans Home at Mt. Ver- 
non, N. Y., and homes in Buffalo and Vasa, Minn. 
He bought the Brook Farm, West Roxbury, Mass., 
and made it “a blithe dale” indeed for orphan chil- 
dren; Then came the hospital at Jacksonville, Mill. 
and a seminary in Chicago. His restless vision turned 
ever westward. He visited the Norwegian ministers 
in North Dakota and talked with them of the need 
for a Lutheran hospital in Fargo. “Then he offered 


-up one -of .those- remarkable- prayers that can never 


be forgotten. How wonderfully, how. tenderly, how 
trustfully be gathered up, the weaknesses, the wants, 
and the woes of: Zion and her dear children and spread 
them all before.his Lord, laying them on the loving 
heart of his heavenly Father.” Of Montana Passa- 
vant wrote shortly before his death: “Have..bought 
(Continued on page 513) 












“Sewanee | 
Bree ne ys teqwenqmecce 


tters. 


RGB Soe 











I was so glad for the articles in the issue of 
March 15, 1930, on “How Can We Find Time For 
Prayer?’ I had read the letter in the August 4, 
1928, number written by the perplexed clergyman. 
I, too, could not seem to arrange my work satis- 
factorily in order to have enough time for devotions. 

I. tried. reserving. an hour directly after breakfast. 
That did not work because of many interruptions. 
Then I tried to keep the first hour after lunch for 
time with the Lord. Sometimes necessary engage- 
ments kept me from this hour. I have hoped for a 
year and a half, since I read the pastor’s letter, that 
Tue Sunpay ScHoort TiMeEs would offer a_ satis- 
factory solution to his problem and mine. Now I 
have it. 

Rising at 6 A. M. or shortly after, daily, I had 
not considered. rising an hour earlier. However, IL 
thought, if others can do it I can at least attempt it. 
Thus far the Lord has roused me at five every 
morning. I am looking to him to keep me from 
drowsiness and to anoint me with his Spirit so that 
I may pray in accordance with his will. Please 
pray that I. may become a real intercessor for lost 
souls. I feel my shortcomings in prayer and how 
little I know about this blessed ministry, but I know 
the Lord can supply all my lack: When prayer be- 
comes difficult I take the New Testament and listen 
to God’s voice on my knees. Often a verse in the 
precious Book will suggest further intercourse with 
my heavenly Father. This hour of sweet communion 
rests me more than the hour of sleep and fills my 
heart with peace at the beginning of each new day. 

The TiMEs is invaluable to me. I use it in the 
Preparation of the Sunday-school lesson and could 
not happily get along without it. 

May the Lord keep you and your associates true 
to him and his Word and continue to bless your min- 
istry—A Pennsylvania reader. 


George Miiller said that a Christian’s first duty in 
the morning was to get his soul happy with God. At 
first this might seem a selfish thought, but a moment’s 
reflection will lead us to see that we can be of little 
use to the Lord or to others about us unless we are 
inwardly happy in him. Mr. Miller spoke out of 
long experience in the life of faith, for he was at the 
head of the orphanages that he had founded where 
hundreds of children had to. be fed and clothed daily. 
And yet, with all his heavy responsibilities, he felt 
that his most important duty in the early morning 
was to spend time with God. 

Others have had the same experience. The late 
Hudson Taylor, founder and director for. many years 
of the China Inland Mission, once told his son, Dr. 
F. Howard Taylor, that the sun never rose over China 
but what it found him on his knees in prayer for that 
great land. Some one who knew Hudson Taylor 
said recently that he did not seem to have a care in 
the world. 

As the Pennsylvania reader testifies, the study of 
the Word stimulates prayer. Most Christians realize 
the vital importance of it, but large numbers are find- 
ing it hard to give the proper time to it. But, as 
Dr. Howard Taylor said at one of the recent summer 
conferences at Keswick Grove, N. J., “Whatever ought 
to be done, can be done,” and it is God himself who 
calls us to prayer. It is, therefore, just one of the 
multitude of problems that are covered by Philippians 
4:6, 7: “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing 
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God, and the peace of 
God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” We 
can trust him to show us what readjustments need 
to be made in order that we may have time for 
prayer, and, more than that, we can trust him to 
enable us by his grace actually to study his Word and 
to pray- just as long as we ought to every day. 
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Can the Lamb ihecome the Lion? 





Contrasts between the first and second advents of Christ 


By J. E. Harris 














N A recent and widely acclaimed religious book 
] there appears this expression of the author’s atti- 
tude to the doctrine of the Second Advent: “I 
would rather see the Babe of Bethlehem, the token 
of the utter self-giving of God, than the beatific vision 
of a King coming on the clouds of heaven surrounded 


“by pomp and circumstances to mete out rewards and 


punishments.” ~; 

Passing by the question as to whether or not anyone 
has a right to choose which picture of Christ he will 
accept when both are’ in God’s Word, we may in- 
quire as to just what really is the difficulty underlying 
such an objection to the doctrine of the return of 
Christ iti power and glory. It can all be summed up 
in the word iritonsistency. Such objectors to the 
prophetic delineation of the splendor and awfulness 
of the Lord’s return feel that there is no consistency 
between the Christ of the apocalyptic vision and the 
Jesus of the Gospel story, that it is impossible to 


conceive that the One whose life was so characterized.- 


by lowliness and patient endurance should reappear 
in majesty to take vengeance on his enemies. In a 
word, it is felt that just as the lamb can never act 
in the character of the lion neither can the Christ 
of the meek and lowly heart act the part assigned him 
in the closing scenes of the age as described by the 
prophets. That “this same Jesus” should reappear in 
such fashion is declared impossible as being entirely 
out of harmony with his known character as revealed 
in the Gospels. 

Moreover, it is also contended that such an event 
as the Second Coming would be a retrograde move- 
ment in the divine activity toward establishing the 
kingdom. ‘For would it not be an effort to do by 
dramatic display and coercive means what the Gos- 
pel by spiritual means had not yet accomplished? In 
the ancient Greek and Roman plays the gods some- 
times: played a part. If the writer lacked wit enough 
to disentangle the threads of his plot by natural means, 
the could always enlist the aid of some Olympian deity, 
by. whose supernatural intervention the intricacies of 
the situation were immediately disposed of. For this 
purpose there came to be included in the stage ma- 
chinery a piece of apparatus for suspending the deity 
in the air, so that in the approved conventional man- 
ner he might flutter down from above when he had 
to appear. This deus ex machina, or machine-manip- 
‘ulated god, came to be something of a joke and the 
Latin phrase through the allusion it~conveys ‘still af- 
fords the literary critic, and sometimes the modern 
theologian, a vehicle for the expression of his con- 
tempt for what he deems improbable, far-fetched, or 
obviously the last resort of desperation, particularly 
if it savors of supernatural intervention. “Surely,” 
our modern theologian expostulates, “things have not 
come to such a pass, the Gospel is not such a failure, 
nor God reduced to such an extremity that an jnter- 
vention from above of the deus ex machina type must 
be staged.” And so the doctrine of the Second Advent 
is brushed aside as unworthy of the wisdom of God. 


The Contrasting Symbolism in The Revelation 

What shall we then say to these things? Certainly 
the Scriptures are not afraid to make the contrast, 
out: of which these objections grow, a very strong 
one: It is all compressed in the symbolic terms ap- 
plied to Christ in Revelation 5. There the seer sees 
the strong angel with the sealed book and weeps when 
no one worthy to open its seven seals may be found. 
But he is bidden to weep not, for, “The LION of 
the tribe of Juda ... hath prevailed to open the 
book.” “And I beheld,” says Jchn, “and, lo...a 
Lamb as it had been slain . . . and he came and 
took the book.” Here is the utmost boldness in con- 
trasts: the Lion and the Lamb. Certainly~there can 
be no escaping the fact that the glorious Being who 
has entire control throughout the whole drama of 
apocalyptic-judgments is here identified with the Lamb 
that was slain; and the contrast between the role 
that then was his and that which is his in these scenes 
of judgment, far from being disguised to escape the 
charge of irreconcilability of character, is so thrust 
before us in the symbolism just considered, and in 
that amazing phrase “the wrath of the Lamb,” as to 
be evidently designed to startle us into thought about 
the contrast between the cloud-charioted Christ and 
the manger-cradled and cross-bearing Christ. 

Can we in any way reconcile these two portraits of 
Christ, the Christ of Revelation with the Christ of 
the Gospels, the Christ of the avenging sword with 
the Christ of the healing touch, the Christ of the 
throne with the Christ of the cross? The answer de- 
pends upon what we understand by the idea of meek- 
mess. For the heart of the objection on the ground 


It is the unaided. human reason, and not the mind 
guided by the Spirit into the truths of Scripture, 
that refuses to believe in the personal return of 
Christ as the all-powerful King. The natural 
mind cannot reconcile the humiliation of his 
earthly life with the glory and might that will be 
his in the millennium. Such doubts come from 
ignorance of the Scriptures and of the person of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. In this article Mr. Harris 
shows that there is entire consistency in the strik- 
ingly different pictures of the same Person. 








of inconsistency is that the Christ of the Second 
Coming appears to be a self-assertive being who can- 
not have anything in common with the meek and 
lowly Jesus. What then is meekness? 

It is not easy to avoid associating the idea of weak- 
ness with that of meekness. The world associates 
strength with self-seeking. It deems the man who 
does not assert his rights, the man who even submits 
to injury, to be weak upon the ground that self-inter- 
est would lead him to resist were it possible for him 
to do so. We must recognize that it may require 
more strength to exercise the self-restraint of meek- 
ness than to stand up for one’s interest. No, meek- 
ness is not weakness. Nor does meekness exclude stern- 
ness or severity upon occasion. Christ sternly dealt 
with the Temple traders and severely denounced the 
hypocrisy of the scribes and Pharisees, yet in him 
the grace of meekness admittedly flowered to per- 
fection. Meekness has been beautifully defined as 
“strength girded for service.” This is the meekness 
of Christ. In him there is strength, but strength never 
exercised under the impulse of any motives sullied by 
selfishness. In the use of his power all mere self- 
seeking. is renounced. What he does, he does for the 
sake of others. His divine might is girded for the 
service of our needy humanity, and whatever he has 
done, whatever he yet may do, even to the utmost 
extreme of rigorous dealing with his foes, has been and 
shall be perfectly free from the least taint of selfish 
aggressiveness. 


Why These Characters Are Not Inconsistent 


It is true that the attendant circumstances of the 
two advents present the strongest contrast, but this 
must not mislead us to conclude that there is any 
inconsistency of character involved when the recon- 
ciling Christ becomes the avenging Christ. True, he 
will come as a great king to overthrow his enemies, 
to rule the nations with a rod of iron and to dash 
them in pieces as a potter’s vessel. But it is not that 
he might assert himself as earth’s final and most ter- 
rible tyrant, but rather that he might overcome every 
tyranny that makes for the misery of human life. 
Indeed a large part of his ministry at his return in 
glory is the replacement of the “wild beast” govern- 
ments of earth with his own beneficent sway. 

He comes to break oppression, 
o set the captive free, 
To take away transgression, 
And rule in equity. 


The strength and might he will then assert will be 
exercised not for his own interests merely, but ‘as 
the completion of his ministry as the world’s Re- 
deemer. It is a mistake to think of the returning 
Christ as a tyrannously aggressive being. He will 
come indeed in great power and glory “robed in awful 
majesty,” but nevertheless with a spirit as truly meek 
as when he came in gloryless form of old, his strength 
to be used in a different way, but girded still for the 
service of a world that yearns for just such a de- 
liverer as he will prove himself to be. The injustices 
of the centuries, the unabated sorrows of human experi- 
ence, the tyranny of Satan, the aboundingness of sin, 
these, all these cry out for divine intervention, cry out 
for the coming of him who shall bring these things 
to an end and replace them with the justice, the joy, 
the spiritual liberty, and the overflowing righteous- 
ness of the millennial day. “Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus.” 

Premillennial judgments will, of course, have to 
precede this glorious consummation of the Messiah’s 
redemptive work. But, as Dr. Guinness helpfully re- 
minds us, we must not think that such judgments will 
depopulate the world or even Christendom. It will 
be against the “wild-beast governments as such, not 
all their subjects”; against “all Satanic organizations 
of evil,” secular, and religious, but not necessarily 
against. all who are caught in the toils of such op- 
position to God, that the avenging sword of the re- 
turning Christ will be unsheathed. “In describing 
the British conquest of India,” writes Dr. Guinness, 


“we enumerate the different native princes overthrown, 
and the successive destruction of native governments 
and armies; but this by no means implies the ‘de- 
struction of the people, and the depopulation of the 
country. On the contrary, the British conquest 
brought to the masses of the Hindu people the bless- 
ings of peace and protection under a comparatively 
righteous government.” (“Light for the Last Days,” 
p. 540.) This serves to illustrate in some measure 
the nature and effects of the premillennial judgments 
that must of necessity constitute the transition from 
the one age to the other. 

How loath is Christ to carry out this his “strange 
work” as judge, how yearningly he longs for every 
one’s salvation, is attested by the long delay of his 
return whereby has come into being the scoffer’s 
question, “Where is the promise of his coming?” 
But that he will eventually reappear and in such a 
role as prophecy predicts can never be doubted by 
such as believe the “more sure word of prophecy.” 
And when he does so come, we may be sure that all 
the strength and might with which he will be girded 
will be exercised in a manner perfectly consistent 
with his meekness and with the beneficent character 
of his ministry as the world’s Redeemer. 


God’s Progressive Dealing With Man 


But what shall we say of the other objection men- 
tioned? We are now in the dispensation of the Holy 
Spirit. Does not the doctrine of the premillennial 
advent imply that God will change his method of 
dealing with our race from the Spirit’s striving to 
the sword’s compelling, and is this not a backward 
step? We believe that the Scriptures present a pro- 
gressive revelation, that each dispensation is an ad- 
vance upon the preceding one, and we therefore infer 
that a new dispensation should see another forward 
step taken; but premillennialism, it is asserted, de- 
picts God as doing by sheer coercive measures what 
the spiritual forces in the Gospel have failed to do. 
Is this not a retrograde movement, a deus ex machina 
performance out of harmony with God’s revelation 
of himself up to the present? Such is the criticism 
we must now examine. 

The answer is twofold. First, in so far as judgment 
enters into God’s method of establishing the new era 
we must think of it not as a relapse to an inferior 
mode of. working, but rather as a different mode 
from that of grace; different, but adapted to meet 
a situation that requires severe measures. Moreover, 
in the second place, the use of such measures in no 
respect involves a cessation of God’s dealings with 
men by his Holy Spirt; Rather will the earth-con- 
vulsing occurrences of the Day of the Lord be a 
means whereby God will seek to get the ear of some 
who have not heeded other means of divine appeal. 
John H. Baxter writing in THe Sunpay ScHoor 
Times for February 18, 1928, has pointed out that 
according to the prophets God will plead with all 
flesh by fire and sword in that awful day, and this 
will be his method of pleading with such as will 
listen to no gentler voice. The wisdom of such a 
mode of appeal should be obvious since Christian ex- 
perience bears it out. How many there are whom 
Christ has approachell in gentle fashion through the 
influence of godly parents, pastors, and teachers to 
no effect; but who have heard God’s call when it 
came in the sterner tones of grief and pain in later 
life. Some of us can testify to the way in which 
God made the World War, the memories of which 
are still so vivid and so fresh, a means, and an effec- 
tual means of pleading with many. So doubtless will 
it be in the last great world upheaval. It will be 
God’s final and most effective plea of this kind. Some 
doubtless will remain incorrigible, but even these are 
not to be coerced into obedience by the judgments of 
God, since it is willing obedience God desires; rather 
are they to be removed so as no longer to impede the 
entire establishment of God’s kingdom on earth. 

Nor should we forget the promise of “times of 
refreshing from the presence of the Lord” and the 
new outpouring of the Spirit upon all flesh that is 
to be the great feature and means of millennial bless- 
ing. Such promises as these assure us that far from 
there being a decline or cessation of the activities of 
the Holy Spirit in the new age, rather will his blessed 
and mighty work be greatly increased in the earth. 
Beginning with the national conversion of Israel, the 
glorious work will go on until the entire world shall 
own the sway of her rightful Lord. There is nothing 
retrograde about the means our God will empley to 
usher in the millennial day. Only a hasty and ill- 
formed criticism can say so. 

Yes, it is conceivable that the Lamb shall yet come 
forth as the Lion; and the sooner the better for this 








512 * 


world, for then shall be realized the visions of the 
prophets and seers who descried from afar the gleams 
of the dawn of the glorious day when righteousness 
shall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. 


Oh, scenes surpassing fable, and yet true, 
Scenes of accomplished bliss! which, who can see, 
Though but in distant prospect, and not feel 

His soul refreshed with foretaste of the joy? 


Yet when he is enthroned as the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah and as earth’s rightful King, he will not the 
less be adored as the Lamb of God who takes away 
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the sin of the world, for “the Lamb is all the glory 
of Emmanuel’s land.” And Cowper’s song in “The 
Task” is in perfect harmony with the sacred writers 
themselves when he sings: 


One song employs all nations, and all. cry, 
“Worthy the Lamb, for He was slain for us!” 
The dwellers in the vales and: on the rocks 
Shout to each other, and the mountain tops 
From distant mountains catch the flying joy; 
Till, nation after nation taught the strain, 
Earth rolls the rapturous hosanna round. 


Vancouver, B, C., Can. 
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July 26. 

> VWESTERDAY was Egyptian day at the tell. In 
¥{ ize we have now gotten down to the early 

: part of the Israelite occupation and in some places 
to the beginning of the end of the Late Bronze Age, 
when Palestine was an Egvptian Province. Immedi- 
ately we find Egyptian influence everywhere apparent. 
It is not that we find so many things that are really 
Egyptian in origin, but the sculptors and artists mani- 
fest the Egyptian motive. Egyptian things were imi- 
tated in Palestine, and sometimes purely Egyptian 
things were’ found. 4 

So yesterday at one ‘point in the excavation the 
workmen got down into the Late Bronze level and 
immediately a very important cult object appeared, 
something that apparently belonged to a temple, or 
at least to a Canaanite altar. It is in the form of a 
plaque that is a small offering table not intended for 
meat or meal offering, but for the pouring of libations. 
It is a grotesque object as an art work having byt 
very little merit, but as a cult object showing the 
Canaanite religion of the time it is very important, a 
complement, as it were, of the Canaanite idol which 
we found in 1928. It is ornamented by a lioness and 
two cubs. They are grotesque, rather comical in- 
deed, in their artistic character. They plainly follow 
the Egyptian idea of ornamenting sacrificial tables 
with lions, but an Egyptian artist would have been 
disgusted with the Palestinian form of his art. The 
lioness has a sardonic grin which looks like a cross 
between a cat’s and a frog’s, and the cubs are given 
human hands and forearms in the place of forelegs. 
The worship at this altar may have been very solemn 
in character, but it seems to me that the priests must 
have laughed every time they looked at that comical 
lioness. 

Not in the same place where the libation table 
was found, but in the same Late Bronze level and 
representing the same period in history, there was 
found a very beautiful real Egyptian scarab. It is 
a work of art exquisitely well done, a royal scarab, 
indeed. Moreover, it was not a chance ornament but 
was a seal scarab. The fastenings by which it was 
joined to the seat ring still remain. It was thus the 
property of an Egyptian official in Palestine, what we 
would call, I suppose, a consul or a vice consul at 
Kirjath-sepher. The royal cartouche is that of Amen- 
ophis III. In addition to the cartouche name and 
the title “lord of two lands” he is given the special 
title “rising over all foreign countries,” the title for 
the representative of the govérnment in a foreign 
Province. ' 

This little Egyptian object with its royal cartouche 
and: title is most significant historically. It shows very 
clearly that at the time Palestine was still an Egyp- 
tian Province. The Israelites had not yet occupied 
the land, nor had that other falling away from Egypt 
taken. place which occurfed in the reign of Amenophis 
IV, the heretic king Akhnaton, which is also reflected 
in the Tell. El Amarna tablets. The date of the reign 
of Amenophis IE is well established as a little before 
or a little after the beginning of the fourteenth cen- 
tury. This parallels very accurately the Biblical his- 
tory. The exact date, however, cannot be determined 
from. this or, as yet, from any other evidence. The 
scarab indicates°a date after the accession of Amen- 
ophis III and. as it was an official seal scarab most 
probably indicated that he was still on the throne. 
But scarabs, even royal scarabs, were sometimes made 
at a. later date even after the death of the king whose 
name they bear. 

Times readers will note that this official scarab 
might have an important bearing on the never ending 
discussion about the time of the Exodus and the con- 
quest. It is, however, not conclusive, although stu- 
dents who hold that the Exedus took place in the 
reign of Amenophis III, in fact, near the beginning 
of his reign, will find considerable difficulty in adjust- 
ing together the idea that the Israel tablet of Mer- 
neptah represents Israel at that time to be in Pales- 


tine to this scarab which plainly indicated that during 
the reign of Amenophis III Palestine was still in 
Egyptian hands and that an Egyptian consul was at 
a peasant town in Palestine. 

Kirjath-sepher never was an. artistic center: It 
was merely a peasant town. Nevertheless occasionally 
we find objects of considerable refinement and culture, 
evidence of people who loved and possessed pretty 
things. These tiny fragments of gold leaf whith the 
sharp eyes of the workmen have fished out of the 
dust and rubbish were used in some way by some 
persons for some beautiful things. They did not put 
gold leaf on pots and pans. This brings to mind a 
thought which stirred me the other day: What are 
the necessaries of life and what its luxuries? In this 
land a siesta, a little quiet sleeping time in the middle 
of the day, is not one of the luxuries but’ one of the 
necessities of life. The members of the Staff take a 
siesta in the tents and the workmen on the mound 
have an hour after their lunch for a siesta. But just 
here the line of demarkation between necessaries and 
luxuries is betrayed. We like a cot or reclining chair 
or at least a seat in a breezy place in the shade; but 
here before me is our Hqj, our watchman, lying in 
the shade of our reed workshop on the bare ground 
in the dust with a stone for a pillow and seems to 
be sleeping like a babe in its cradle, and, amazing, our 
workmen up on the mound are for the most part lying 
gut in the open sun on the dust of the excavated 
débris where the temperature is 125 in the sun, and 
they are asleep, too! What is a luxury? All the re- 
finements of life are comparative. 

August 1. 

Many duties come to us by the wayside. The men 
are often hurt at their work. Occasionally somebody 
is bitten by a scorpion. And so, with a small supply 
of medicines, some one of the Staff plays hakim to 
heal the hurts of the people around. This fact is 
reported among the people of the community and little 
ones with mashed fingers and stubbed toes are brought 
by their loving fathers to the hakim; patient, stoical 
little creatures they are. Sometimes this work be- 
comes burdensome; but we cannot help feeling that 
we should give a somewhat wide interpretation to 
our Lord’s words, “Suffer little children, and. forbid 
oe not, to come unto me.” So we try to heal their 
ills. 

Again there is an accumulation of a multitude of 
little things, little in the physical sense, but sometimes 
great, and always cumulative, in the information they 
give us concerning the life of the people. Arrow heads 
may reveal to us something of the dangers of the 
times, and hairpins oan needies and gold leaf, trifles 
though they are, are very suggestive of some degree 
of refinement in culture. This tiny idol, probably a 
pendant or a pocket piece, nevertheless an idol, com- 
ing from the Canaanite period immediately preceding 
the incoming of the Israelites, is very suggestive con- 
cerning the low level to which their idolatrous prac- 
tices had descended. However repulsive the wor- 
shiping of an image at any time may be to our 
susceptibilities, it is quite possible to realize that sim- 
ple-minded, unlettered people might be overawed into 
a worshipful attitude by a great and hideous idol; but 
how any sane human being could come into a frame 
of mind that could worship a god that he carried 
around in his pocket is rather incomprehensible. The 
lowest, most ignorant tribes on earth today have not 
descended below that level. 

Quite occasionally we find scarabs and scaraboids. 
Some of them are Palestinian imitations of Egyptian 
things, showing, of course, Egyptian influence, but 
being very inartistic. But ‘quite occasionally we find 
real Egyptian scarabs like the Amenophis scarab and 
this little symbolical scarab of the New. Efpire. It 
is a serpent scarab of the eighteenth dynasty and 
comes from the city destroyed’ by Othniel, the last 
city of the Canaanites. It is another link in the chain 
of evidence that this city was still under the cdntrol 
of the Egyptian government until the end of the Late 
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Bronze Age and that the Israelites did not come in 
during that age at all. 
August 2. 

Things have: been quiet in discovery for a few days, 
and now there is quite a stir. It is always the un- 
expected that happens. In the Early Iron I level of 
the city, that which was built. by the Israelites at. 
their incoming, we have found the first oil press “found 
anywhere here in the ruins of any age. This region 
is not now an oil region; there are few olive trees. 
Apparently there never were very many. It is inter- 
esting: to note; hewever, that the Israelites on their 
incoming. from: the: wilderness, where they had been 
so long: deprived of. oil, apparently made as much as 
possible- with what few olive trees grow. in this region. 
The: press is quite: typical, following the same form 
and method still in vogue in this land. There is a 
main: vat into: which: the oil drained from the top: 
Underneath this is a much smaller vat going down to 
a lower level, into which the sediment would settle 
and thus the oil be dipped: off. This is exactly the 
settling. basin. principle which we also found in use 
for the clarifying. of the. water of their cisterns and 
which is one of the principal methods for~the purifi- 
cation.of city water the world over today. 

We have not found many stairways. In 1928, 
there: was a. fine stairway.to an: upper story coming 
from about the time of Hezekiah: We find now two 
winding stairs. Qne of them is in the C level, that 
is the city of the Canaanites destroyed by Israel, where 
it gave access to the bottom of a.grain pit; the other 
is a.:much. larger stairway of the city first built by 
the: Israelites, when they came in. At one point they 
made a.cellar by building. down into the débris of the 
city they had destroyed and constructed a winding 
stair for access to this cellar: 

Now as the end of. the season draws near — only 
one week away —and the end of this week is imme- 
diately at hand,. the excitement in the work begins. 
It is quite a common experience of archeologists to 
make the greatest finds at the very end of the season. 
In 1928; we found it. so in the discovery of the Ca- 
naanite: idol down in the ground floor of a great 
palace or temple. It was impossible at that time: to 
excavate that building. We-have been pushing -for- 
ward toward it with great anticipations all this season 
and now. with: just one. week- left for work the walls 
of that building. appear. They: are such as to arouse 
our most sanguine- expectations. It was a building 
with very. heavy walls and immense doorway and, in 
front of it, some very strange constructions which 
we do. not:as yet understand. It-has laughingly been 
compared to Italian logia, which most certainly it 
was not. Now, next week—and the next letter will 
solve, we hope, this riddle. 

The work has been strenuous, as it always is; while 
the temperature has been unusually low and there 
have been pleasant winds and the heat has not. been 
great, the actinic ray of the sun is very depleting to 
the nervous system of Westerners. We are all: grow- 
ing weary. We appreciate fully the divine arrange- 
ment of one rest day in seven, and, if we only succeed 


in learning exactly what this strange building. is and ~ 


what it contains, we shall be glad when the end of 

next week comes, the feast is given to the workmen, 

and we can close our labors for the year. 
KirJATH-SEPHER. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions. for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School. Times, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. No names or addresses or identity will be. 
published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are toe. personal for an- answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible; if return postage ie. enclosed. 


\ 

Dear: Mother Ruth: Like many. others who read your 
letters, I find them very helpful and interesting, I thought 
I would write and. ask concerning the social life of young 
people: of. teday, or more particularly how a boy and girt 
should spend their evenings together, They do not want 
to stay at home with the family but want to go out some- 
where. _We do not want them to go to shows, yet they 
cannot walk the streets all evening. or even go motoring, 
for that often leads to petting. parties. Those who are not 
Christians and even those- who are and: are walking with 
one: foot in the world and the other in -the church and 
Stinday-school on Sundays find no pleasure in attending 
religious meetings for an evening’s enjoyment. They say 
they want something more interesting and entertaining- 

I would be glad to hear your thoughts on this question. 
In talking with them on this subject, I find it is so easy 
to tell them of things they should not do, but what is the 
use in that if we do not tell them some things they can 
do?—PERPLEXED. 


EAR-GIRL: Your letter brings up the old ques- 
tien of. pleasing young folks, and the ever re- 
peated answer, That we should: never tell folks what 
they should not do unless we give them the substitute 






































Lessor for September 21 


and the thing they can do. There is no use trying.to 
mix the world and Christianity. They won’t mix! 
We are all the time, in this day, trying to bolster up 
our side and weighing how much of this and that we 
can allow and do, and so often trying to copy after 
the world’s ideas and do the things the world does, 
only on different ground. To satisfy the young who 
do not want to go to church, and who do not love 
the Lord, and to cater to satisfy them with some 
makeshift is néver a success; according to my ob- 
servations. Why are any of us so hesitating about 
trying to bring the young to a definite stand, and get 
them to accept Jesus Christ as their leader and guide? 

I would suggest all kinds of outdoor sports, and 
all healthful athletics, wisely done. For young people 
always to want to be away from home, and to have 
no desire to mingle with the family life, is not con- 
ducive to their highest good. They can play plenty 
of indoor games, if they want to, but if you compare 
them with what the world offers, and the thoughts 
not in harmony with all that is righteous, they will 
not appeal to them, and they will say, “They are 
tame.” 

I think we as adults—parents and teachers — do 
not expect enough of the young, and are apt to ape 
the world’s ideas of entertainment. And when we do. 
we are a complete failure. I believe in play and 
plenty of it, but when it is to be desired without re- 
strictions or chaperonage, you may well be on your 
guard. Good wholesome fun is open to all who want 
a part in it, or who may want to see it. This pairing 
off is too often detrimental to the adolescent age. It 
may take a great deal of patience to deal with them, 
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but it pays. To take a firm stand on the church is 
necessary, and if they do not enjoy coming over on 
the ground of the church, surely you should never 
leave your foundation to suit those who do not “love 
her walls.” 

There is an old saying that I have found to be 
true, “Children and young people will give you just 
what you expect of them.” If our standard is low 
or uncertain they will give back the same. Our 
churches are losing out in trying to please the young 
from the standpoint of immature minds and unchris- 
tian thinkers. If we are going to be led in our work 
by the Lord, we must have minds in harmony with 
“the mind of Jesus Christ.” “Let this mind be in 
you” (Phil, 2:5). Read it. Remember we need not 
let down a single bar to coax or win a soul. And 
if we do, wé lose the respect of the very ones we are 
trying to reach. 

I wonder if you have ever tried getting the young 
folks interested in doing something besides entertain- 
ing themselves? Have you ever tried having a music 
class or club, and having them taught to play different 


instruments and work toward an orchestra for the ° 


Sunday-school? As a rule, if they have -something 
in which they can all be interested, and get together, 
it will give them pleasure. And in order to make it 
a success, they must work and create a spirit of 
rivalry, and master something new. I have seen it 
work, and be more entertaining than their radio! 
But, my friend, do not be afraid to hold up to them 
in no uncertain way the beauty of following the Lord 
Jesus Christ. It will open paths of friendship and 
happiness which no other method will give. 





eee 





Testimonies to blessing received from the 
Moedy Bible Institute radio station 








ae Station W-M-B.-I 
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By William M. Runyan 














it be that a saving message of divine grace 

can thread the mazes of profane and frivolous 
utterance on the air, and bring to listening souls a 
knowledge of God and salvation? 

It was the Master himself who said, “Even so 
every good tree bringeth forth good fruit . . . where- 
fore by their fruits ye shall know them” (Matt. 7: 
17, 20). God’s favor upon WMBI, the radio station 
of the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago, is convinc- 
ingly revealed in the fact that hundreds of persons 
living within its far-flung area of audition have vol- 
untarily testified to having found Christ through its 
messages on the air. 

Comfort for the sorrowing, courage for the falter- 
ing, hope for the despairing, companionship for the 
lonely —how much of worth are in all these fruits 


C* any good thing come out of radio? Can 


of its ministry! How gratifying that the station may 


use its voice for teaching and revealing the hidden 
treasures of God’s Word through the Radio School 
of the Bible, and ther expository and preaching 
broadcasts from week to week! 

But when souls are won to Christ, when some lis- 
tener on distant frontier or in prairie cabin passes 
from darkness into the light and joy of the sons of 
God, here is supreme cause for rejoicing, for even 
the angels in Heaven rejoice “over one sinner that 
repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just per- 
sons, which need no repentance.” This saving work 
gives large vindication for the investment made and 
the time devoted to the maintenance of this station 
and its programs. 

Let these friends who have through Christ found 
forgiveness of sins, and a satisfying assurance of ac- 
ceptance with him, speak their glad testimonies: 

Says Mrs. C— of Michigan: “You were speaking 
of the conversion of Zaccheus. Now I had never 
believed in sudden conversion, but by the grace of 
God I was changed in the twinkling of an eye. It 
seems almost too good to be true.” 

From Indiana come the assuring words of -Mrs. 
B—: “I frequently visit the Institute and the radio 
studio, and am a constant listener. In fact, it was 
through WMBI radio station that I found my Saviour. 
I have completely surrendered to him, and am happy 
in knowing that he is helping me to aid others in 
finding him.” 

A seventeen-year-old boy sends good news from 
Michigan: “I was converted this afternoon through 
your message. I was home alone and was going to 
do some drawing. I turned on the radio and the 
dials were set at your station. The three women had 
just started to sing ‘He knows it all,’ and I broke 
down, knelt by the davenport, and prayed through to 

Please pray for me!” 

From the teeming life of Chicago comes a young 
woman’s definite testimony: “Through the messages 
from your station, especially the Plain Talks, I have 
become a possessing Christian in place of a professing 
one. I am twenty-eight years old, and although I 


have attended church and Sunday-school since I was 
a small child;-salvation through faith in Jesus Christ 
was never offered to me until I listened to WMBI.” 

Again from Chicago,.a testimony of double bless- 
ing: “I have been listening to your messages over 
the air daily, and I wish to let you know that one 
day your message came to me with such force that 
I knelt and accepted the Lord Jesus as my Saviour. 
My sins have been blotted out, and oh, the joy that 
has filled my soul! I have tried to tell the glad 
news to all my—family, and have prayed that my boys 
may soon accept and confess Christ. My husband 
also has been saved, and has given up the tobacco 
habit after over thirty years of indulgence.” 

A Canadian frontiersman found the joy of the Lord, 
and his straightforward testimony is: “I want to 
let you know I get your station at Chicago every 
Friday night. The programs come in clear on my 
radio set. I like those programs fine. I got the 
Lord one night and I feel like a new man now.” 

A gold star mother who wandered far from God 
in bitterness of soul, because he had not granted her 
request that her son might come back again, inad- 
vertently tuned in on WMBI one day. She tells 
her story thus: “You were pleading. I quickly 
shut it off, but your words followed me all day 
Monday. Tuesday was the same. On Wednesday I 
tuned in and it was the same. You were pleading. 
I knew not what to do. I was hungry for the Sav- 
iour and Lord, and I can add my testimony to the 
many you are receiving. As you were praying, I felt 
that it was for me alone. I got to my feet and really 
shouted ‘Glory!’ I cannot describe it. I wanted to 
keep it all to myself, but my little son said, ‘Mother, 
you look so happy. Why is it?’” 

The little son also found the Saviour, as had his 
mother, and, she says, “We walk hand in hand with 
our Saviour, but our hearts are still sad for the hus- 
band and father. Will you please pray with us for 
his salvation? 

“This fall when all crops are in I will make my 
vow anew and give a tenth for the Lord’s work.” 

These brief echoes merely hint at the volume of 
testimony that comes from grateful hearts which 
have found Christ’s way of salvation. Many of the 
letters carry a pathos and eloquence that we dare 
not attempt to communicate to the reader in cold 


type. Circumstances preceding conversions, doubts - 


and difficulties to be overcome, persecutions to be 
faced, in fact, numberless details that differ as in- 
dividual cases differ, are recorded, but in all these 
things the grace of God proves sufficient. 

. We know that the friends of WMBI will rejoice 
in this evidence of God’s favor upon the ministry of 
the station, and unitedly pray that his grace may 
abound to those who send forth the message in word 
and “song, and that testimonies may be returned in 
increasing number from those who have found Christ 
in the salvation of their souls. 

CuIcaGo. 
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A Friend of the Fatherless 
(Concluded from page 510) 


a farm of one thousand acres in a lovely spot twenty 
miles east of Helena. There is no Protestant orphan- 
age in a State as large as New York and Pennsyl- 
vania. Have also entered 240 acres for a college 
adjoining the orphan farm and hope to live to see 
something for Christ and his Church in that mag- 
nificent place. Am carrying these projects with pains 
and prayers to God, looking up to the hills for deliver- 
ance and salvation. Say nothing to anyone, but, when 
you can, offer up a Vater Unser in its behalf, in faith. 
May it become a very garden of the Lord.” 

As the years have passed Dr. Passavant’s founda- 
tions have prospered and expanded and now constitute 
one of the glories of American Lutheranism. Let us 
not forget him who in discouraging circumstances but 
with unfaltering faith laid these foundations truly and 
firmly. Never did he hesitate; never did he resort in 
money-raising to the expedients of a God-dishonoring 
sensationalism. “What must we do that we may 
work the works of God?” he once wrote. “We must 
believe the declaration of Christ, ‘This is the work 
of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.’” 
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A “Home and School” Evening 
By Mary Brainerd Smith 


F HOME and School Associations connected with 

our public schools have helped to bring about more 
co-operation between parents and teachers, the two 
great influences in child-training, why should not 
something of the sort be helpful in connection with 
our Sunday-school? So thought our pastor; and be- 
fore long thought was transformed into action. 

A considerable proportion of our scholars come 
from homes outside of our church membership, so 
that we had a real field in which to work. 

A Sunday evening was set apart to be “Home and 
School Night,” and was spoken of for some weeks 
beforehand in the school sessions. Then, by personal 
letter and follow-up postcard, every parent and 
guardian was invited to attend. A special service was 
carefully planned. The hymns were chosen from the 
new Sunday-school hymnal, and the regular church 
choir was augmented by a fine harpist. Short ad- 
dresses were given by the superintendent of the school 
and the superintendent of each department, telling of 
the aims and purposes of the school, and inviting the 
parents to share in its privileges, and to co-operate in 
carrying out its courses of study. 

At the close of the service in the church auditorium, 
all the parents and friends were invited over into the 
chapel, which was prepared as usual for a Sunday- 
school session, and where superintendents and teachers 
were in their various departments and classes to meet 
them for a brief half-hour. Samples of the lesson 
helps, courses of study, story papers given to the 
children, and the-like, were also on exhibit. 

Did it succeed? Well, not every one invited came, 
but a goodly number were present, and many were 
most appreciative, not only of this particular service, 
but of the service rendered to their children in Bible 
teaching and character training. We count it effort 
well spent, and, without doubt, will plan to repeat it at 


. another time. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
4 


Stars for Class Verses 
By Elizabeth Williams Sudlow 


TUNT flying always attracts a crowd to an air- 

port, for it is the unusual that people want to 
see. No matter what the stunt may be, the very word 
itself has a drawing power. And so when a Bible 
school in Colorado planned a series of special events 
for the Sundays during July and August, considerable 
interest was aroused. Many were scheduled for the 
different Sunday programs, but there was one plan 
that held good throughout the entire season. 

All Junior, Intermediate, and Senior classes were 
asked to select a class verse and memorize it. A 
chart was prepared listing the names of the classes. 
During the opening service each Sunday the classes 
were called upon to repeat their verse. If seventy- 
five percent of the membership could repeat it, thedf 
a star was placed opposite the class name. While it 
was not required that a class prepare a new verse for 
each Sunday, many of them did learn one each week. 
Where this was done then two stars were placed on 
the chart instead of.one. At the close of the summer 
the class having the greatest number of stars to their 
credit was entertained at the home of the superin- 
tendent. 

It took some effort on the part of many to learn 
these verses, but the effort was worth while. 

Corat Gases, Fra, 
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LESSON 12. JONAH. (The Narrow Nationalist Rebuked) 
: International Uniform Lesson.—The Book of Jonah 


Golden Text.— Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: but ‘in every nation he that feareth him, 
and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.— Acts 40: 34; 35 























The Lesson as a Whole 


* By J. Russelt Howden 


Foreword 
We've a message to give to the nations, 
That the Lord who reigneth above 
Hath sent us His Son to save us, 
And show us that God: is love. 


—Colin Sterne. 
The Practical Aim 


O BRING the pupils so into touch with the 
| Lord’ that his love may be shed abroad in their 
hearts. That love ef God will embrace not 

only people who are so‘far off that their defects are 
covered by the romance of distance but also people 
near at hand whose disagreeableness can readily be 
discerned. 
The Historical: Setting nee 

Jonah lived in the reign of Jeroboam II. This king 
reigned over Northern Israel for forty-one years, 
from 832 to 792 B. C. Jeroboam’s reign thus over- 
lapped those of Amaziah and Uzziah in Judah as 
welli as the interregnum of eleven years which prob- 
ably came between them. Jeroboam’s reign coincided 
with. a. strange blank in the history of Assyria. _ This, 
no doubt, was one of the. contributary: factors in his 
amazing military successes. His restored or can- 
quered territory reached as far as Hamath in the 
north and. the Dead Sea in the south. 
Verse by Verse 

Jonah 3:1.—The word of the Lord came. Com- 
pare Hebrews 1:1, 2. Both through the prophets 
and through the Lord Jesus, God has spoken, The 
term used by the writer of the Epistle to the He- 
brews is a homely word. This agrees with the infor- 


mal way in which the truth is given througheut the - 


Bible, not in set definitions, but so as to arrest our 
attention and interest us and to dwell in our memories. 
But though the revelation is made thus informally, it 
is God who speaks, not merely “by the prophets,” as 
our Authorized Version translates it, but “in” them, 
as well as later in the Son. The prophets were no 
mere messengers to whom a definite form of words 
was entrusted.. They spoke freely and fully, but yet 
not of themselves. The usual Hebrew word for 
prophet is nabhi, which comes from a root meaning 
to bubble up as a spring of water. But what bubbled 
up in the minds of these men was from God, and 
not from their own ideas or imaginations. 

The second time. Jonah was unwilling to obey 
God’s message at the first. This shows clearly that 
it was of God’ and not of himself. But God’s word 
came to him the second time. A glorious example 
of God’s grace and patience and tenderness with his 
people. After the unique and awesome experience 
through which he had passed, Jonah recognizes that 
it is useless to rebel against the divine will. 


Verse 3.—Nineveh was an exceeding great city of 
three days’ journey. “Exceeding” means _ literally 
“great to God,” as the margin reads. 
simply a hyperbolic expression to indicate the vast- 
ness of the city. But more probably we are intended 
to recognize that God regarded Nineveh and cared 
for it, although it was a heathen city. Jonah had 
imagined that no city except Jerusalem could be great 
to God. But now in his own book he teaches us that 
every city is great to God,—great because of its 
need and because of its opportunities. This surely 
is how God views them all. Paul could. say of 
heathen Tarsus that it was no mean city (Acts 21: 
39). This illustrates the same truth. 

The name Nineveh was used in two senses: (1) 
For the one particular city. (2) For a complex of 
four cities including’ Nineveh proper (Keil). There 
was therefore a greater Nineveh in the same way that 
we speak today of greater New York or greater Lon- 
don. The four principal towns -of the huge quad- 
rangle forming greater Nineveh were _Kouyunjik, 
Nimrud, Karamless, and Khorsabad. The circuit of 
the four would involve a total distance of about sixty 
miles, quite “a three days’ journey.” Commander 


Jones, who made a survey of the whole region, com- - 


putes the total area of the Assyrian metropolis as 
350 square miles. This compares with an area of 
315 square miles for greater London. Nineveh, like 
London, was not covered by buildings, but must have 
included vast tracts of parks and pastures. Compare 
the reference to the “much cattle’ of 4:11. In sharp 
contrast to modern New York or London, the popu- 
lation of Nineveh is computed to have been not more 
than one million and not less than six hundred thousand. 

Verse 4.—Jonah began to enter. Notwithstanding 
the vastness of Nineveh Jonah did not quail. He 


That may be- 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 139 : 7-12. 
Primary and {unioe Topic: God’s Love for All the World. 
Le:son Material: Book of Jonah. 
Memory Verze: Go ye into a.l the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature. Mark.16: 15. 


Intermediate and Senior Topic: What is- True Patriotism ? 
Topic for Y People and Adults: Patriotism and World 
Brotherhood. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
3:3.8°8) 10%. 6.2 8-2t 
3:1 And the word of the Lord came. unto Jonah the 
second time, saying, 

2 Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach 
unto it the preaching *Aat I bid thee. 

3Se Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according: to 
the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an ex 
great city of three days’ journey. 


And Jonak began to enter into the city a day’s journey, . 


4 
and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall 
be overthrown. 


S$ Se the people of Nir-eveh believed God, and proclaimed 
a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them 
even to the least of them. 


1@ And God saw their works, that they turned from 
their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had 
said that he would do unfo them; and he. did: it: not. 

4:1 But it displeascd Jonah exceedingly, and he was very 


angry. 

2 And he prayed unto the Lord, and. said, I: pray thee, 
© Lord, was not this my saying, when I was yet in my 
country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: fer I 
knew that thou art a. gracious God; and merciful, slow to 
anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil. 
3 Therefore now, O Lord, take, I beseech thee, my life 
from me; for it is better for me to die than to live. 

4 Then said the Lord, Doest thou well to be angry? 
5 Seo Jonah went out of the city, and sat on the east 


side of the city, and there made liim a booth; and sat~ 


under it in the shadow, till he might see what would be- 
come of the city. 

6 And the Lord God prepared a gourd, and made it to 
come up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over his 
head, to deliver him from his grief. So Jonah was ex- 
ceeding glad of the gourd. 

7 But God prepared a worm when the merning- rese the 
next day, and it smote the gourd that it withered. 

8 And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God 
prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat upon 
the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wished in himself 
to die, and said, It is better for me to die than to live. 

9 And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry 
for the gourd? And he said, I do well ta be angry, even 
unto death. 


1@ Then said the Lord, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, 


for the which thow hast not laboured, neither -madest: it - 


grow; which came up in a night, and perished in a. night: 

11 And should not' I spare Nineveh, that great city, 
wherein are more than sixscore thousand persons that 
cannot discern between their right hand and their left 
hand; and also much cattle? 








traversed a portion of the city during one day, crying 
out repeatedly the message of doom. 


Verse 5—The people of Nineveh believed. The 


message of Jonah was terrifying notwithstanding. its: 





Doest Thou Well? 
By Amos R. Wells 


Pret thou well to be angry, Jonak? Jonah, 
doest thou well? Yes, for I spoke thy doom, 
O Lord, to this city bern of hell. Yes, for J threat- 
ened lightning as thou didst bid me cail, and thou 
hast disowned thy prophet, for the lightning did net 
fall. Doest thou well to be angry, Jonah, doest thou 
well? Yes, for } marched through Nineveh and 
sounded its funeral knell. Just as thou biddest I 
prophesied and solemnly. cried aloud, and now-no 
harm has befallen one of the myriad-headed: crowd. 

Doest thou well to be angry, Jonah? Jenak, 
doest thou well? Yea, for thou. laidest upon the 
sea thy awful, imperative spell. Yea, for thou 
broughtest me back from the west and badest me 
go to the east, and beard in its den great Nineveh, 

the foul, idolatrous beast. Doest thou. well to-be 
angry, Jonah? Jonah, doest thou. well? Yea, for 
the very, leaves above me shriveled away and fell. 

Yea, for thou sparest thy prophet not even the sun’s 
fierce heat, and even as shame upon me the ‘blasts 
of the heavens beat. Doest thou well to be angry, 

Jonah? Jonak, doest thou well? Knowest: thou 

not the love of God, that infinite miracle? When 
he accepts repentance, whe art theu to rebel? Doest 


thou well to be angry, Jonah? Jonah, doest thou 
well ? 











brevity, because the messenger carried in his person 
the- divine credential in the marks of his terrible ex- 
perience: 


Verse 10.—God repented. Repentance in man always 
implies change of mind and change of purpose. God 
never repents in this sense (1 Sam. 15:29). With 
God repentance implies change of method consequent 
upon change: of purpose: in those with whom he is 
dealing. God’s warnings of coming. evil are always 
given in order that it may not be necessary for the 
evil to come, 


Chapter 4:1.—It displeased Jonah. The. prophet 
felt. that his worst fears had been realized. The 
future oppressors of his own people, instead: of being 
destroyed, had. become the objects of divine clemency. 

Verse 3.—It is better for me:-to die: The future is 
dark-and foreboding now that. Israel’s cruel foe- has 
been. spared: 

Verse’ 4.—Doest thou well?. The- tenderness in the 
heart of ‘God: is manifold not. only: in his compassion 
for repenting: sinners bat also in: his. patience. with 
repining saints. ; 

Verse: 5.—Sat..on the east side. He: stifl hoped: that 
some disaster would befall Nineveh. So he deter- 
mined to: watch and wait. It was a courageous thing 
to: do:- Most’ men -would have been thankful to get 


out ef Nineveh with a whole skin after delivering such 
a. message, 


Verse: 6:—God prepared.a gourd, Jonah made for 
himself a booth of tree branches such as the Jews 
were accustomed. to. make at the Feast of Tabernaclés. 
But this would form but scant protection against the 
burning: Syrian sun. The gourd was perhaps the 
castor oil. plant which has broad leaves. It grows 
witH extraordinary rapidity, But a. miracle of: accel- 
lerated .growth seems to be indicated also. 

Jonah was exceeding glad. The dense screen that 
now overshadowed him added. greatly to his comfort. 
Ne: doubt it seemed also to be a token of G6éd’s favor 
and: a.sign that. God was yet about to destroy Nineveh. 

Verse 8>—A vehement east wind. The sirocco. None 
but ‘those who have been in the-East and experienced 
it:can understand the utter lassitude and prostration 
that are induced. by this burning desert wind. 

Verse 9-—Doest thou well. to be angry for the 
gourd? You greatly mourn at the swift destruction 
of a perishable: plant which gave you. shelter,- but 
you rejoice: at the prospect of the destruction of a 
great city which includes a multitude of - innocent 
children and harmless beasts. Nineveh’s population 
was not just one indistinguishable-mass in the sight 
of God: His knowledge and his love break up the 
mass’ into: the separate individuals composing it, each 
with his separate origin and. destiny and eternity. 
net only thinks thus of the human beings, but even 
of the cattle: They are: precious in. the sight of him 
without whom not: a. sparrow dies~ (Luke: 12: 6). 


& Lesson. Outline 
The Three Miracles: 
1. Physical—the preservation of Jonah 
2. Moral —the conversion of Nineveh 
3. Spiritual —the revelation of God 


Golden Topics 


1. Joneh’s character—For a powerful and. convinc- 
ing vindication’ of Jonah, consult, if possible, “Jonah, 
Prophet and Patriot,” by the Rev. D. E. Hart Davies, 
M.A, Jonah loved his own people and his country 
passionately. That is the explanation of all his actions. 
He knew that Assyria was one day, in the providence 
of God, to be the scourge for Israel’s sins. He feared 
that his message of warning. would be only. too suc- 
cessful and that Nineveh would repent. And then, 
knowing the character of God, he knew that .Nineveh 
would be spared and the Assyrian Empire remain to 
plague- Israel. Knowing: all this, Jonah: is deter- 
mined to do anything rather than that he should give 
Nineveh this chance. Cost what it may, he would 
save Israel. It is the same spirit of self-sacrificing 
love that animated Moses when he prayed, “Biot mie, 
I pray thee, out of thy book” (Exod. 32:32) rather 
than the: people who had sinned: The same spirit 
animated Paul centuries later when he wrote, “I 
could’ wish that myself were accursed from Christ 
for my brethren” (Rom. 9:3). The defect of his 
love for Israel was that he thought he loved his 
people: better than God did. -He ignored altogether 
the very obvious fact that his own love was but a 
reflection of God’s love, and indeed had itself been 
given to him by God (cf. Rom. 5:5). 

2. The historicity of the Book of Jonah—The mir- 
acle of Jonah’s preservation or resuscitation has al- 
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Lesson for September 21 


ways appeared to be so stupendous that it:is small 
wonder it should have been. questioned. The miracle: 
of. Jonah has been the butt of the infidel scoffer and 
the despair. of the timid Christian. For a detailed 
vindication of this aspect of the story, I would again 
refer the teacher to Mr. Hart Davies’ valuable book. 
But I may set down one or two general considera- 
tions as to miracles. 

(1) It is quite a fallacy to imagine that there can 
be degrees of the miraculous. Miracle is the direct 
putting forth of divine power apart from the use 
of what appears to be ordinary means. And it was 
just as much a miracle for Peter to be filled with the 
Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost as it was for 
Jonah to be raised from the dead. 

(2) The credibility of any given case of ‘alleged 
miracle is entirely a matter of evidence. In the case 
of Jonah we have the direct endorsement of the 
Lord Jesus Christ himself (Matt. 12: 39-41). 


3. The congruity of the. book with. the prophet— 
Jonah himself was unquestionably a historical person- 
age. Not much is stated of his life and mnnistry. 
But it suffices to provide a. background in actual his- 


tory against which to set the evidence of the book. 


In 2 Kings 14:25 the conquests of King Jeroboam 
II: are ‘referred to in intimate connection with, the 
prophecy of Jonah. The one is as historical as the 
other. It is: easy to see even from this- brief. refer- 
ence what-'a pesition: Jonah must have held in the 


© estimation of: the king and’of the people. He must 


~ go to preach repentance to Nineveh. 


~ oe 


have: been the popular preacher of his day. It was 
to such-a man-as that that Ged’s command came to 
It bade him 
give up popularity. for scern and’ hatred, his own peo- 
ple. for-a_ bitterly hostile race, ease and; security: for 
personal-danger. Yet-‘it was not personal danger that 
daunted Jonah, 


* people the preparation of a scourge and a.judgment to 


ae + 
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“ mance does such violence to-all that we know of. 


falt upon them. And. if this was a strange thing: to 


' happen to such ‘a man, it-is a perfectly unthinkable 
‘thing ‘to. have been arranged- around his name. by 


some unknown writer’ of a later date. The theory 
that: the Book. of Jonah is a kind of historical ro- 


* humar life that it breaks down by its own inconsis- 


tencies. 


4. The. message of the book.—Destructive critics 
maintain that inthe. Book, of Jonah Hebrew prophecy 
reaches its highest levet: It reveals the love of God, 
not merely for!Israel but for the world. It is conse- 
quently the apotheosis of prophecy. Prophet- after 


_ prophet had been groping toward this truth. But 


a uA 


onty Jonah reached it. We may freely admit that in 


, this remarkable book and in this respect of show- 


ing. God’s care for the heathen, Hebrew prophecy 
has reached its zenith. But we affirm that Jonah 
was historically the earliest of the literary prophets, 


* and that this sublime truth was afrived at* not by 


man’s thought or insight but by a direct revelation 
from God.- In the eartiest; not the latest, of the 
‘Hebrew prophetical writing we have this whole book 
devoted to God’s message to the heathen world. Jonah 
became as an individual, hewever unwillingly, what 
God had allt along intended that. Israel as a nation 
should be. 


5. God’s tenderness with: his unwilling and disobedi- 
ent servant.—This is one of: the most precious lessons 
of, the book for: personal application. 

6. Preservation or resuscitation.—The narrative is 
not decisive upon this point. In some ways it seems 
easier to think of Jonah being raised from the dead 
than to think of his being kept alive all the time. 
And*if this were the method. of-the miracle it would 
make the prophet more exactly a type of Christ. But 
we must be content not to dogmatize. 


9. Jonah’s failure-—In spite of all his real great- 
ness Jonah failed: He failed to see that God could 


«make Assyria: a blessing: instead of a curse even to 


- Israel. 


He: did not think- of a kingdom of God big 
enough to embrace both. .For Jonah it was Assyria 
or Israel. For the Lord Jesus: it is Assyria and Israel. 


' “A greater than Jonah is here.” 
* Final Word 


“Go ye into, all, the world, and preach the Gospel” 


_ Mark (16:15). 


TunsrincE WELLS, ENG. x 
w 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing: these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts- for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members -of 
The Sunday School Times: staff;—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis,. Mrs:. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr, Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried: assigning some-of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting. them see whether they can 
discover the: answers as given in the- following issue? 


OW. may this Book of Jonah be divided otherwise 
than into the present chapters? 


2. Who are the two principal characters in this story ? 


It ‘was. the commission to exchange. 
‘ for-the preaching of-prosperity-and success for his-own 
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' Lesson Calendar 


The complete .list of International Uniform Lessons-for 
the year may be had. from- The Sunday Schoo) Times 
Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at-10 cents a copy, or $1.a dozen. 
11. September 14.—Jeremiah. (The Prophet of Individual 
PONDS iceveechenss cs Jer. 1: 1-10; 14.: 7-22; 31 : 27-34 
12. September 21.—Jonah. (The Narrow Nationalist 
pS 8 FP ET er re The Book: of Jonah 
13. September 28.—Review. The Greatness of the God-fearing: 


Fourth Quarter 
1. October 5.—Zacharias and Elisabeth. (Life in a 
Pious Jewish: Home.) .......cccccoscccccces Luke 1: 5-80 
2. October 12.—Mary, the Mother of Jesus. (An Ex- 
ample of Motherhood.) 
Luke 2: 15-19; John 2: 1-5; 19 : 25-27 
3. October 19.—Simeon and Anna. (The Insight of the 
PUTS 105. GGT) vecscvcdccvcccscessscicncpse Luke. 2 : 29-39 
4- October 26.—World’s Temperance: Sunday. (Spiritual 
Weapons in a World War.) .......... Galatians 5 : 13-26" 
5s: November 2.—-Simon Peter. (From Weakness to 
Strength.) 
Mark 8 : 27-29; Luke 22: 31-34; John 18: 2§-27; a4 : 15+17 
6. November 9.—Thomas. (The Honest Doubter-) 
John 11 : 14°16; 14°: §-8; 20°: 24°29; abit, 2 
7. November 16.—The Believing Centurion. (A Gentile 
whose Faith Jesus Commended.) 








3. What might be another suitable title: for this: beck? 
4.. What. characteristics of his owm race does Jona 
exhibit.in this controversy ? 
What lesson did Jonah’s 
Hilkews themselves ? 


6. Which do you suppose was the: greater- miracle: in - 
its creation.and “preparation,” the: ‘““whalé” or the- worm - 
prepared:to kill the gourd. vine? 


7. Quote David as to the futility. of any attempt to 
hide from God: 


8. Show how: the: Lord Jesus definitely confirmed*:that 
part of the account of Jonah most frequently. scouted. by 
Modernist critics. 

9. Do. you think. we can conclude from the story of. 
Jonah that God: will give every one a.second call to a 
given duty? Give reason for your. answer. ( Personal.) 

10. Give other Scriptural evidence or instances to 


show that God will hold individuals responsible: for un- 
faithfulness. ( Personal.) 


11. Does the Scripture say. that God told..Jonah to» put 
rs —— in the terms he did when. he: preached to. 
ineve 


12. What reason can you give for thinking. that the 


experience contain for the 


‘message he gave was the message God. intended him to 


give, especially in. the light of the results as shown in 
Nineveh and by. Jonah? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Billy Sunday” in Nineveh.—So the people of 
Nia believed God, and proclaimed a fast (3:5). 
When the Committee’ that selects lessons gets over 
into the prophets, it seems to like to give us Jenah. 
Perhaps because so many of us have the Jonah 
streak. Perhaps better to say, the Jonah impulse. 
The run-away-from-present-duty in one form or an- 
other. Yes, I know there is another way-of being 
“a Jonah.” There is scarcely'a week we do not get 
an invitation to run away from our Sunday duty to 
hear ourselves talk to some other school, One thing 
Jonah has done. He put Nineveh on the map. It 
will be found, if a shipping or postal guide is con- 
sulted; that- every State has its Nineveh. The an- 
cient Nineveh must-have had a population with: good 
common sense.’ I heard a professor say the reason 
Nineveh responded so promptly to the Jonah preach- 
ing was because Nineveh worshiped a fish, one: Dagon, 
looking something like our modern mermaids, only a 
merman. A prophet out of the mouth of: a. great 
fish would have a special appeal and a telling power: 
I do not know how that may be. It sounds reason- 
able. Human. nature is a thing that never changes, - 
and there has always been what we nowadays call 
“mass psychology,” where great bodies of people are: 
mightily moved by’ some mysterious power. Peter 
the Hermit and the Crusader in an ancient day; and 
Lenin in Russia in a modern day. I have ene of the- 
white and gold porcelain cups given out- when. the: 
late Czar of Russia. was crowned and where. the 
great crowd trampled three. thousand of itself to 
death by its mass. movement. How long. Nineveh 
“held out” after “Billy Sunday” left we do not know. 
We know the conversion was sincere because the city 
was spared. A bogus conversion could not deceive 
Heaven then any more than -now. 


“Peeved.”—Then said the Lord, Doest thou well 
to be angry? (4: 4.) Jonah was peeved. The other day 
on the train I was testing my range of words by 
working out a hard cross word puzzle. The word 
given in the “down” list was “peeved.” The word 


a 


to. meet it. was of- five letters and the last'a “y.” 
After a long while: I got it. It was “testy.” My 
desk dictionary gives for “testy” fretful, petulant, 
easily irritated. And there: Mr. Webster has painted 
Mr. Jonah. The fellow who says the story of Jonah 
is an allegory has not dug in very far, or has never 
had an important job set for him that he did not 
particularly like: What one of us at one time or an- 
ether has not had the Tarshish impulse, and in some 
cases acted upon it? Yes, and when held up on our 
ske-daddle; and. cast up on the shore of our job have 
been “peeved, fretful, petulant, irritated”! Oh, dear 
no, we didn’t dare show it, but the seething. four were 
inside just the same. When you run up against a 
severe, sour, unsmiling. Christian worker, maybe that’s 
what's the matter with him, If you could look inside 
perhaps you, too, could say, “Doest thou well to be 
grouchy, peeved, fretful, petulant, irritated?” While 
we are on this subject let it be: said: A whole lot of 
fine people are: kept. out of: the kingdom by. testy, 
grouchy, peeved, fretful, petulant, irritated. “proph- 
ets”! (Jas. 1:19, 20; Prov. 16:32.) This happened 
some years ago: Dr. "Blank (world famous preacher), 
at‘the close of a great meeting, was called to the 
platform for “a few parting words.” “Here, Mister, 
hold my overcoat,” he said as he threw his big heavy 
overcoat: into’ my- arms as: I° stood by the platform 
steps. He- made a wonderful closing speech, in which 
he used. two original verses. “When he came- down 
and- Iwas acting as valet-I said, “Doctor, would you 
mind sending me those verses when you get home ‘ig 
“Get no time: for such things,” he. snapped at. me 
vindictively, George Sample pe some other Y. M: 

boys were seen by and they. said, “Now, 
Uncle Billy, will be good!” Ttie poor old testy: 
Doctor killedihis fine ne adtiess by his Christtess" temper. 
Hé never spoke at’ our meetings again. And he 
really. was a-splendid, lovable man: to his intimates. 
Neyer be a Jonah. 


Nimeveh Babies—Then said. the Lord, Thou hast 
had: pity onthe. gourd, . . ich came up in a 
night, and perished in a.night: ‘and. should not I spare 
Nineveh? (4: 10, 11.) Out here: in the countryside we 
call-fellows with the a state of mind “small pota- 
toes and.few.in a hill.” We all know. people more inter- 
ested in raising.— well, say potatoes, than in raising 
the children. More concerned in.the loss of a crop 
than in the loss of a soul.. Lots of. men who keep 
close track of the fancy stock but who do not know 
where the pedigreed boys and girls are running, nor 
with what kind. of “cattle.” Uncle. Billy Witham 
down at Atlanta raises gourds that are eight to ten 
inches in diameter and have. a. neck, or handle, four 
to. six feet long. They make dippers out of them, 
useless except for show. If Jonah’s gourd was like 
one of Uncle Billy Witham’s I do not wonder testy 
Jonah was extra peeved, grouchy, fretful, petulant, 
irritated, angry when the worm got in and ate it. 
But what is anything that grows out of the ground, 
from the cheap gourds to broad acres of golden grain 
and bending orchards, compared to éven just one of 
those made in God’s image and loved as his own 
Son? For whom that Son died. There lay the great 
and ..widespreading city, since disclosed by the spade 
of the excavator. in all its broad extent, to. the dis- 
comfiture of the skeptics who laughed at the Jonah 
story. And there was the teeming population with 
a civilization as high artistically as today in all like- 
lihood, judging: from recent discoveries at Ur. A 
city that had in its kindergartens (or whatever) 
120,000 little tots who did not know right hand from 
left or the big. toe from. the nipple of the nursing 
bottle. The great miracle of the Jonah story is not 
the part played by the great fish. That is easy. But 
the redemption ef the whole of one of the greatest 
cities the world has ever had is something else again. 
And note the concern for the little folks in a day 
when baby life was as cheap as superfluous kittens. 
It- is the nearest’ thing. in the Old Testament to 
“Suffer little children” (Matt. 19:14). Perhaps this 
Book of Jonah is given to us to show God’s interest 
in the little ones, as well as to demonstrate that .God’s 
plan of salvation for the world is not to be interrupted 
by prejudice or crops. 

CoaTtEsvILLE, Pa. 


Teaching by Objects 
By. Ethel S. Lew: 





Matertats: An American flag, a Mexican 


flag, and a@ Canadian flag. Display the. Stars 
and Stripes. 











UPPOSE we start-out with the salute to the flag. 
(All repeat:) Fine! Aren’t: you proud of our 
Stars and Stripes? 
ut here: I have another- flag, with a cactus and a 
snake. It doesn’t’ look very beautiful to us, but little . 
Jose Blanco, of Mexico City, salutes it with just as 
much enthusiasm as you do Old Glor 
And here is a flag that our friends in Canada, 
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from Vancouver to Halifax, love as much 
as we do our flag. 

Do you think God loves us any bet- 
ter than he does little Jose Blanco? Not 
a bit. God is no respecter of persons, or 
nations. : 

“For God so loved the world,” all the 
world. He has said to us, “Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature.” 

Perhaps we cannot go to any far dis- 
tant part of the world, but we each have 
a little world of our own, which we 
touch in our lives. Have you preached 
the Gospel faithfully to your own little 
world? 

There’s a strange thing about this lit- 
tle individual world. As you preach the 
Gospel to all the people you reach, you 
are constantly able to reach more. Your 
world grows. 

Try it. 

Mount Hermon, CAL. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


President and Professor of Education 
at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF APPLICATION. 
Lead pupils to make personal and 
practical applications of truth. 











HE lessons that are drawn from the 

story of Jonah, in so far as it is 
popularly known, are not always rever- 
ent of the Scripture or creditable to the 
intelligence of those who either humor- 
ously or. ignorantly offer them. But, 
aside from the evidences of the historicity 
of the Bible character named Jonah, and 
the scientific evidence of the entire pos- 
sibility of the miracle of his preservation 
(if indeed this is needed by those who 
can believe in a miracle-working God), 
there are certainly “lessons” to be ac- 
quired from the study of this Scripture 
which can function today in the lives of 
those who study it. 

There is, for instance, the clear indica- 
tion that God reaches for and uses in- 
dividual lives to transmit his message 
to others. Though we could not, on the 
basis of this single instance, argue that 
he who fails God the first time will, as 
Jonah, have a second chance, there is 
every supporting Scriptural evidence to 
indicate that the Lord will hold individ- 
uais responsible for whatever of trust 
is reposed in them, and that just as faith- 
fulness is rewarded so the lack of it 
will meet with judgment sooner or later. 

There is no more familiar illustration 
also than here of the fact that “the love 
of God is broader than the measure of 
man’s mind,” but fortunately the teach- 
ing of the Lord Jesus and the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit whom he sent hath cre- 
ated a missionary spirit that goes not in 
dogged obedience to a command but. in 
the constraint of love to carry the mes- 
sage of the Lord. But let us not through 
mistaken human love and tolerance trans- 
form the message — it is a message from 
a holy God as well as a loving one, and 
it still is calling men to repent of their 
sin against him. Though he tried to 
evade the task, and though he was un- 
willing that God should be sovereign as 
to the result, at least when Jonah did 
go, he gave the message that God told 
him to give. What less dare any ambas- 
sador do? 


Huntinopon, Pa. 
tw 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of dessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


. Preference will be given to illustrations on 
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that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other 


the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also : We: 


Getting Out of Range.—Bui Jonah 
rose up to flee... from the presence of 
the Lord (Jonah 1:3). A little boy’s 
prayer on the night before leaving for 
the country unconsciously expressed a sit- 
uation that is tragically real even in 
homes of Christian belief: “Good-by, 
God, we aré going to the country tomor- 
row.” There are still modern Jonahs 
who feel that when they get away from 
familiar scenes they get out of range of 
God.—From The Christian Herald. Sent 
by M. H. James, Toronto, and the Rev. 
J. A, Clark, Hempsteads, Pucup, Eng. 


Who Pays the Fare?—So he paid the 
fare thereof (1:3). The Devil furnishes 
the transportation, but he always makes 
us pay the fare—Author unknown. Sent 
by Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


The Down Road.—Arise, go unto 
Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto 
it the preaching that I bid thee (3:2). 
Jonah not only paid the fare of the ship 
in which he tried to run away from God, 
but he also paid the full price of his 
disobedience. Notice that in his whole 
career he was going “down.” He went 
“down to Joppa.” From the sweet, free 
highlands, where he walked and talked 
with God, to the miasma of the lowlands, 
he went down. He went “down into the 
ship,” and then down into the sea, and 
then down into the whale, and then, in 
the whale, down to the very bottom of 
the great deep! Disobedience to God 
means always that we go down. “Down” 
is the key word to every life that flees 
from God and duty—From The Faith. 
Sent by. Howard M. Green, Hornell, 
N.Y. Prise illustration. 


What to Preach Against.—Go ... 
and preach ... the preaching that I bid 
thee (3:2). A Christian captain once 
invited a Calvinist clergyman to preach 
on his vessel. The preacher replied, “Oh; 
I could not do that; for you see I ama 
Calvinist and you are an Arminian, and 
I might say something to hurt your feel- 
ings.” “Sir,” was the reply, “what we 
wish you to do is to come and preach 
against the Devil.”"—From Arnold’s Prac- 
tical Commentary of S. S. Lessons. Sent 
by Mrs. J. A. Pierson, Cherry Grove, 

re. 


The Way-Shower.—And he cried, and 
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said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall 
be overthrown (3:4): It is said of Miss 
Reside, the first woman missionary to 
Kiowa Indians of Oklahoma, that after 
she had been with the Indians long 
enough for them to know what it meant 
to be a Christian they gave her a new 
name. They called her “Aim-day-co.” 
Chief Bigtree, in explaining this name, 


said, “When we Kiowas see anyone on | 


the wrong road we call out, ‘Aim-day-co’ 
(“Turn this way”). Our sister came to 
us from a far land, and found us all 
on the wrong road and in great danger. 
She stood in a new road and called to 
us and said, ‘Turn this way,’ and showed 
us the Jesus road. God bless Aim- 
day-co."—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Ruth B. McDowell, 
Mooers, N. Y. 


For the Miserable of All Classes.— 
God is no respecter of persons (Golden 
Text). Only where men see that the 
preacher knows nothing of class or dis- 
tinctions do his reproofs have any power. 
“IT hope,” said an English gentleman to 
Mr. Moody, “that you will be able to 
do something for the misérable poor in 
London.” “I hope so,” replied Mr. 
Moody, “and I hope also to do some- 
thing for the miserable rich.”—-From 
5000 Best Modern Illustrations. Sent by 
Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


An Unrestricted Quota.—But in every 
nation he that feareth him, and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted with him 
(Golden Text). The newspapers have 
told of the “alien-laden ships” that raced 
over the line to gain entry into the United 
States, four minutes after midnight of 
June 30, 1923, under the new quotas of 
the restricted immigration law. The 
Philadelphia Public Ledger told of twen- 
ty-four ocean liners, carrying eleven thou- 
sand immigrants from forty-three coun- 
tries, coming in at that time, with a score 
of other liners racing across the Atlantic 
with other thousands of hopeful immi- 
grants who must return to the Near East 
and Asia after spending the savings of 
a lifetime on the five-thousand-mile trip. 
“Scores of aliens, who leaned over the 
ships’ rails gazing wistfully at the shores 
of America, are doomed to disappoint- 
ment, as several quotas will be filled by 
noon, ... Hope and anxiety are apparent 
to a marked degree on the faces that line 
the steamers’ rails, looking toward the 
land of promise.” One cannot but con- 
trast this situation, with its limited quotas 
and the necessary disappointment await- 
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ing many who have stopped at no-sacri- 
fice to get in, with the offer of entry 
into a Better Land still. Heaven is 
opened freely to “whosoever will’ receive 
salvation and the gift of eternal life in 
Christ Jesus—From The Sunday Schoot 
Times. Sent_by Albert Mygatt, Spencer, 


aS ef 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we do thank thee for thy merciful love show- 
ing itself to the reluctant prophet, and to 
the sinful city. We pray that our sym- 
pathies may go out in no ungenerous way 
toward those who are ensnared by sin, and 
who so greatly need thy salvation. Help 
us to walk in the straight path of obedience, 
and not only to obey under thy strong hand, 
but obey with an eager desire to be of 
service in doing thy blessed will. May we 
realize that thy love reaches out to all 
men, and that we are not to decide upon the 
limitations of thy marvelous love. We ask 
it in the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—There are two 
ways of going on an errand. Your 
mother can ask you to go to the store 
for her, and you can scowl, and take the 
order, and slam the door when you go 
out. Another way is to let your mother 


‘| see that you are glad to help, and go on 


that errand just as cheerfully as you 
would go to the dinner table. What a 
lesson the prophet Jonah got when he 
had that terrible experience in the sea, 
and in the body of the great fish, and 
then later when God had to teach him 
that it was right that he should help 
Nineveh when Jonah didn’t want to! 
Oh, what a difference it would make in 
our lives if we could take God’s view 
of things, and do his blessed will in the 
common everyday matters of life, and 





cops gr WAY ALWAYS 
OBEY! 











on the great occasions when he calls us 
to special service. Do you ever get dis- 
couraged? Do you ever wish 

wouldn’t ask you to do a certain thing? 
Well, hadn’t you better leave it all to 
him, and go on carrying out his orders, 
knowing that there is no better way 


than his way? Let us pray. 
we 
Lesson Hymns 


“Love.” 

“He is the King of Love.” 

“Love Led Him to Calvary.” 

“My Saviour’s Love.” 

“Oh, It is Wonderful!” 
“Everybody Ought to Love Jesus.” 
“Christ Receiveth Sinful Men.” 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD the Book of Jonah. Tell the 

class that Jonah was God’s mes- 
senger to the people of the Northern 
Kingdom about two hundred and ‘thirty- 
eight years before the time of Jeremiah 
and Josiah. 

All children like a wonder story, and 
in the adventures of Jonah they will find 
one of the greatest wonder stories ever 
written. Yet it is one that is true. If 
any of the children do not know the 
story, be sure that they learn it before 
the lesson is over. The children will find 
no trouble at all in believing it all, know- 
ing that the Lord who “made the sea 
and the dry land” could easily prepare 
a great fish to rescue Jonah from drown- 
ing, and take care of him while he was 
in the fish, just as he does many other 
wonderful things. 

The teacher should point out to the 
class the beautiful lessons of God’s love 
and God’s power to be found in the story. 
Show that when God called Abraham, 
and blessed him, it was that he should 
be a blessing to all nations of the earth, 
just because God loves all the world. 
And when he saw the people of the 
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Lesson for September 21 


beatftiful city of Nineveh becoming so 
sinful, he knew that he would have to 
destroy them, so he told Jonah to warn 
them. Now Jonah was glad to be one 
of God’s chosen people himself, and to 
receive all of God’s bountiful blessings. 
He was willing to tell his own people 
God’s message of mercy (2 Kings 14: 25- 
27), but he was not willing to warn the 
people of another nation. So instedd of 
going eastward to Nineveh, he took a 
ship to go. to. Tarshish, a country across 
the sea, as far. in the other direction~as 
it was possible for him to go. He was 
trying to get away from the presence 
of the Lord. Ask the class if Jonah 
ever reached Tarshish, and if it is pos- 
sible ever to get away from the Lord. 
Let the class tell you about the trou- 
ble Jonah caused the other people on 
the ship, and what they did with him. 
Call attention to God’s love to his dis- 
obedient servant, and let the children tell 


' you how he was saved from drowning. 


Ask if they think Jonah was frightened. 
No one knows how wretched he felt in- 
side the fish. But we know that he prayed 
very earnestly, and that God heard his 
prayer, and told the fish to throw him 
out on the land. We know thgt Jonah 
was glad to walk on the dry land once 
more. ‘He had learned that it does not 
make one safe or happy to disobey God. 
And when the Lord told him the second 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jette Telling Bible Stories” 
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time to go to Nineveh and preach to the 
people, he went, and ran through the 
streets, calling out, “Yet forty days, and 
Nineveh shall be overthrown.” 

Ask the class what the people did when 
they saw this strange messenger, and 
heard his terrible message. What did 
God do when the people repented? Tell 
the children that God loved the people 
of Nineveh, just as he loves all the peo- 
ple in. the world. He says that he has 
no pleasure in the death of the wicked, 
but wants to see all people repent and 
be saved. 

Call attention to Jonah’s strange con- 
duct. Instead of being happy to see the 
people saved, he sat pouting outside the 
city. Let the children tell you how the 
Lord lovingly provided him a shade from 
the hot sun. Explain that God let the 
worm eat the gourd vine that Jonah 
loved, to teach his servant how he loved 
the men, women, and children, and even 
the cattle of sinful Nineveh. So we may 
place our thought, our love, and our 
money on pleasures that are no more 
lasting than Jonah’s gourd vine, while 
people in all lands are dying without 
knowing how much God loves them. Shall 
we not ask the Lord to show us how 
we may help to make his love known? 
Jesus died for all the children, 

All the children of the world: 

Red and yellow, black and white, 

All are precious in His sight. 

Jesus died for all the children of the world. 


Just before the Lord Jesus left the 
world he gave his disciples this com- 
mand: “Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every, creature” 
(Mark 16:15). 


Curnton, S. C. 
oe 
Your Class of Giris 


By Mrs. S. H. ae 





How- the Lesson is Taught This Week 

The God of the Unwilling. Prophet, 
1. Who: ran away from his first call; 
2. Who obeyed his second call; 


3. Who learned the world-wide mercy 
of ls 











HERE are many wonderful lessons 

in this little Book of Jonah, but this 
time let us look for the greatest of them 
all—the things we may learn about the 
God of Jonah through Jonah’s experi- 
ences with him. For remember this God 
of the prophet Jonah was the same 
Father of whom our Lord Jesus Christ 
taught us that he “so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son” — 
the Son who himself likened his own 
experience to Jonah’s. (See Matt. 12: 


-41. 

the little Book of Jonah is so brief 
that you may well read it fo your girls, 
for the vividness of detail in it will grip 
their interest, even if they think they 
know the story well. When it has been 
listened to there will be no dissent. from 
point one, that Jonah was a most un- 
willing messenger for God. Against re- 
peated evidences of this stands only one 
statement of any joy in his heart either 
because of this business God. gave him 
to do, or during its execution — “Jonah 
was exceeding. glad of the gourd,” which 
was God’s proof of love for Jonah him- 
self !. 


' 1, But what did the God Jonah be- 
‘lieved indo with this unwilling prophet? 
‘In the very first place, he called. Jonah 
:—he made use of even a man of unlov- 
‘ing heart who was otherwise faithful. to 
him. He called Jonah to go preach to 
Nineveh when Jonah had not the least 
love for Nineveh or desire to help the 


people of that great city know God. God }: 


:does not always wait for the prepared 
or perfect heart to call a believer into 
service. 

Immediately upon getting his calf Jonah 
tried to run away from it and from God! 
He was not. the first—nor yet the last 
— who has tried to run away from God. 
When will men learn that they cannot 
go beyond the government of God? Help 
‘your girls to learn this lesson now. They 
must choose whether they wilf put them- 





selves in accord with God or break their 
littleness against his power. 

a. God gave Jonah a second call, which 
is an example of the boundless mercy re- 
vealed in this very story of his loving 
concern for Nineveh which knew him not. 
He has often done that, and he will again. 
Sometimes it is mercy not to repeat the 
call, as his own infinite wisdom sees all 
things from the beginning to the end; 


still he is the God of the second call many | 


times, even when we have turned entirely ' 


away from the first opportunity, as Jonah | 


did. How much: happier Jonah would 
have been had: he heeded the first! 


Even in obeying his second call do we 
not find Jonah. still an unwilling messen- 
ger? We read that he only “began to 
enter into the city a day’s journey,” 
whereas Nineveh was “an exceeding great 
city of three days’ journey.” But we 
read, too, that “the people . . . believed” 
his message and repented, that’ “word 
came unto the king,” and he, too, believed 
what God said, and called the whole city 
to repentance, ‘and God saw their works” 
and withheld the destruction of their city 
many years. So wonderfully does God’s 
mercy pas$§ man’s deserying! Encourage 
that girl of yours who may feel, even 
young as she is, that she has turned away 
from God's first call, to see what God 
did with Jonah’s partial response to his 
second call. 

3. What did Jonah learn from all this, 
and what can we learn, about God? 
Above all the other truth wrapped up 
in this one experience of this one prophet 
does not God's world-wide. mercy shine 
—the God who so loved the very chil- 
dren and cattle of that mighty city that 
he almost. compelled this messenger to 
teach them for him? How his heart of 
infinite love must yearn toda) over earth’s 
mighty cities. whose teeming thousands 
know him not! Who will go for him — 
from your class? - Will’ she go whole- 


heartedly ? 
Home. Study. 


Read this little beok through again, 
this week. Can you not add to the points 
of this lesson others you find revealed 
there about. the kind of God who sent 
Jonah to Ninéveh? Ask Ged to write: 
them on your heart; while you write them 
in your notebook. You may not think 
much of Jonah, but’ what do you think 
of his God—and ours? 

Decatur, Ga. 


Can Your Class 
Find the Answers?. 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CurisTIAN Youtu, which - is 
the new weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CuristIAn: YouTEH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe Sunpay 
ScHoot Times, 

If your class is not yet taking the new 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies: mailed to. one 
address, by ordering: from .The- Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. How many chances .to obey him did 


God give Jonah? How. many has he 
given you? 


2. Why did Jonah shrink from going: 


‘to Nineveh? 


3. What four things are spoken of in 
the Book of Jonah as being especially 
“prepared” by God? Which of these was 
the greatest -miraele ? 

4. Why did not God destroy Nineveh 
without warning? Is this same reason 
true of wicked people today? 


5. What two lessons did Jonah learn 
from the “gourd”? 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the: Lesson is-Taught This Week 


Beginning: The whale and the worm. 


Discussion: What are the providences 
of God, and how does he teach us 
through them? 


Objective: Keeping in touch with God. 














~ AY, fellows, try to forget for the 

moment everything you ever heard 
about Jonah —the jokes, the criticisms, 
the doubts, even the sermons — and open 
your Bible and read the record of Jonah 
in God’s Word. In the first place, you 
will find it about as fascinating a short 
story as you ever read, full of action, 
rapid and startling changes, intensely 
charged with human interest, leaving in 
your heart (if you read it seriously) a 
marvelously. beautiful life lesson and a 
fresh impression of the goodness and 
love of 

Also note that Jonah’s experiences had 
to do with some of the commonest and 
at the same time most powerful elements 
of nature; yet the least of these, 
a worm, was used of God to teach him 
the heart of the lesson. 

Glancing. through. the: Book of Jonah, 
which, by the way, is composed of just 
four chapters with a. total of forty-eight 
verses, we find the high points of inter- 
est grouped around such items as these: 


Jonah, a bigoted, A prophet chastened 


headstrong Jew and obedient 
A great wind A great city 
& powerful sermon 


A- mighty tempest 
~ 


terrified: ship’s <A population in 
crew sackcloth 

A sleeping pas- A king. sitting in 
senger the ashes 

A brave proposal Animals in sackcloth 


A big. fish A divine reversal of 
An eloquent prayer verdict 
A miraculous deliv- A pouting prophet 
erance A gourd vine 
A worm 


And it was through a little worm, 
which “God prepared,” that he brought 
Jonah’s life lesson to a climactic focus! 

Fellows, I was impressed by the 
mounted whale in the Museum of Natu- 
ral History, near Central Park. The 
great leviathan of the sea was suspended 
in. space arranged between the first and 
second galleries; and there on the rail- 
ing. next to the tail of the whale was a 
small cabinet in which was “mounted” 
also the smallest known insect, with a 
microscope poised above it in order that 
the curious visitor might see it. It was 
somebody’s idea to place on exhibition 
together the largest living thing with 
the smallest living thing. God prepared 
both of these, and, doubtless, it required 
just as much of his infinite creative power 
to produce that tiny organism, too small 
for the naked eye to see, as to produce 
the mammoth mammal of the deep. 

Now note that God started Jonah with 
a great commission to the great city of 
Nineveh, and when Jonah fled from his 
task, God dealt with him through a great 
wind, a great tempest, and a great whale; 
but Jonah, even though he rallied and 
delivered God’s message to Nineveh with 
marvelous effectiveness, did not get the 
full import of God’s lesson for him until 
it was focused through the action of a 
little worm. : 

God prepared all these. Note how many 
times you find the expression in this 
short account, “God prepared,” “God 
sent,” “The Lord spake unto the fish.” 
No less than six times you see God 
dealing directly with preparations and 
circumstances, by which to teach and 
guide his servant. 

Fellows, Jonah’s experiences bring us 
many helpful, even startling, lessons; but 
the-one I would impress upon you today 
is this, namely: God has prepared a big 
life with immense possibilities for each 
of his servants, and he chooses to give 
his servant instruction and guidance by 
the Holy Spirit in the use of the com- 
monplace things of his creation and in 
the circumstances that he arranges, 
Even as Jonah was the designated bearer’ 
of the divine tidings to a great city, teem- 
ing with dying souls, and as the Lord 


b'chose to impress upon Jonah the momen- 
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tous import of it all through wind and 
tempest and whale and gourd vine, and 
finally with a little worm; just so he has 
designed a great life for you and for me, 
with vast possibilities of service; and the 
Holy Spirit will talk to us day by day 
through the commonplace. as well as 
through the unusual, showing us, telling 
us, directing us, if — and all depends upon 
this little word “if’—we will listen 
for his voice and surrender our wills to 
obey. Nothing is trivial to the fellow 
who is watching. for God’s leading, for 
God uses little things and big, as ampli- 
fiers of his voice. The song of a bird, 
the striking of the clock, the unexpected 
upset of some plan of our own may 
bring God's leading, as well as the great 
tragedies of life—if we are “dialed” to 
the voice of the Spirit. 

But let us make sure that we do not 
read into these things some selfish wish 
that would drown out the “still small 
voice.” God will never leave in confusion 
the will that is entirely yielded to his. 
There will always be a plain path. 

Greensporo, N. C, 


w 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of September 14) 


1. He received his first word from the 
Lord ih the reign of Josiah, and continued 
to deliver these messages through the reigns 
of Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and 
Zedekiah. 


2. We read that Jeremiah lamented for 
osiah when he was killed in battle with 
haraoh-necho, as did all Judah. (See 2 
Chron. 35: 20-27.) 

3. He was threatened, persecuted with 
ridicule and imprisonment, forbidden to speak 
his message, starved, his book stolen and 
burned. hey visited everything but death 
upon this prophet who dared to continue to 
preach contrary to their wishes. 


4. It was first read to the people in the 
Temple, while its author was in prison; then 
read to the assembled princes by Jeremiah’s 
scribe; then hidden from the king’s wrath, 
but found and read to him at his own com- 
mand; whereupon he, the king, cut it into 
strips with his penknife and burned -it, bit 
by bit, on his brazier; then rewritten at 
— dictation by this same ~S¢tibe, 

aruch. Had ever a book such vicissi- 
tudes ? 

5. “The weeping prophet.” 

6. His sorrow for the sins of his people, 
their misunderstanding of his real motives, 
their cruelty to him, and so on. 

7. Because his messages were primarily 
to the people as a group and to the nations. 

8. His humility, his loyalty, his courage, 
his tenderness, his fidelity, his persistence, 
his love of nature (frequent allusions 
thereto), his patriotism, and his faith dis- 
tinguish his writings. 

9. Chapter 1:9. 

10. Faithfulness — uncompromising faith- 
— to the Word of God. 

1. Moses, Isaiah, Gideon, and others. 

12. Chapter 31: 33 
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Enu’s Thanksgiving 
A true story of an African girl 
By A. O. Stott 


Ss IDE! Dide!” it was the voice of 

Enu’s mother telling her it was 
time to get up, and, as it was still hardly 
light at all, the little girl was very 
sleepy and slow. 

“Rise quickly, my precious one,” coaxed 
her mother. “We must be busy today, 
for tomorrow is Worship God time.” 

Enu’s bed was just a rush mat spread 
on the mud floor, so it could soon be 
rolled up, and her only garment was a 
sort of blue cloth shawl which she deftly 
wound round her small brown body. She 
was always a good little worker when 
once she got started, so, she swept up 
the compound and carried a large water 
pot to the nearest stream with as much 
haste as possible. Indeed she was so 
hungry herself she was glad to bring the 
water at once for her mother to cook 
the breakfast. 

It happened that to get the cleanest 








water she had to go through a thick 
jungle of woods, alive with snakes and 
all sorts of wild creatures. Monkeys 
chattered and sprinted along the branches 
of the trees, and the grove was so dark 
that Enu would have been afraid to go 
into it, but her parents were true be- 
lievers in Jesus Christ the wonderful 
Saviour-God and Enu and her elder 
brother, Oni, had learned to trust him. 

“Though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death” was very real 
to Enu, because there were all sorts of 
dreadful stories told about this Devil’s 
Grove and nobody went through it even 
in broad daylight, unless there were 
others along. 


Enu never forgot that Sunday because 
on that day she was to have a wonder- 
ful answer to prayer. Her brother, who 
wis very dear to her, always rang the 
bell for the Christian meeting in their 
small village, where Enu’s family were 
almost the only believers as yet in the 
True Religion. Oni was not afraid to 
tell others about his Saviour, and many 
of the boys of the place did not like him. 

That Sunday there were more people 
than-..usual at the little services, and 
Enu’s father and mother were full of 
joy because they felt their prayers were 


being answered and the “Happy News” 


was spreading. 

Suddenly that night there came a quick 
knocking at the door, and when Oni went 
to- open it,—two very frightened men 
stood there, who were friendly to the 
family. 

“We have heard,” they whispered, “of 
a plan to kill thee because of thy faith 
in the Foreign God. We have risked 
our lives to warn thee because thy father 
has done us a kindness in other days, and 
we are bound to repay him thus.” 

Oni ‘had always been brave, but he 
knew how strong and cruel the heathen 
were and how clever they were in carry- 
ing out any plan of death. 

“Thou must seek help from the mis- 
sionary,” said his father, “although it is 
three days’ hard travel. We are help- 
less and must seek his advice and pro- 
tection. Let us all kneel in prayer ‘to 
God to guide and deliver thee from all 
evil this night.” 

They all knelt down together, and Enu 
put her hands tightly across her eyes, 
for they were smarting with tears; she 
was so afraid her brother might be 
killed. 

“O heavenly Father,” she prayed, “like 
Martha and Mary I have but one brother 
and I love him so much. Please keep 
him safe, and I will never, never forget 
to thank thee all the days of my life.” 

Then Oni rose and went silently out 
into the night, very carefully moving 
about so that no one should hear him, 
as he made his way to the Devil’s Grove 
which nobody went anywhere near after 
sunset. Brave as he was, only with 
God’s help could he go near that awful 
jungle in the dark. 

Oni, praying in his heart to God for 
help, suddenly stubbed his toe against 
two large flat stones, which were placed 
close to the side of the trail. 

He stooped down not only to rub his 
poor toe, but to see what those strange 
looking stones were like, as his fingers 
passed over them curiously, wondering 
how they came there! 

He was sure they had been put there 
by somebody. He was not wrong, for 
under them he felt two short native 
clubs buried in the ground. 

He pulled them out carefully and then 
he saw that these had been used to kill 
some poor ‘nan, because he was not 
liked by the village band of young men. 

Oni was very thankful to have found 
these clubs, which he put sway care- 
fully tied up in a cloth. He had so 
feared that the missionary, and especially 
the magistrate of the district, might not 
believe his story and think he was just 
afraid without any reason. 

Oni was no coward, and he now felt 
these buried clubs would show that the 
men of his village meant what they said 
when they said they would kill him. Ar- 
riving at last at the station Oni at once 
showed the heavy sticks and got white 
man’s help. 

The missionary and the local magis- 
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trate went over at once and after a 
long talk with the chief, they arranged 
things and stopped the cruel deeds that 
had often been done. 

Oh, how glad and thankful Oni and his 
family were, especially as many now 
joined the little Christian church, no 
longer afraid of death. 

But perhaps Enu was almost happiest 
of all, for she knew that God had an- 
swered her prayers that night for her 
dear brother in a very wonderful way. 
She had so earnestly asked that every 
step Oni took through that dreadful 
Devil’s Grove might be protected and 
directed by the loving heavenly Father. 
How truly her prayer had been answered, 
for the buried clubs showed that Oni’s 
story was true and that his life was in 
real danger. 

Not only he, but others perhaps, could 
be thankful that he stumbled across the 
stones, which had hidden the clubs. They 
had been used in a bad way, or they 
would not have been buried there. 

“Oh! how can I thank God enough 
for his goodness?” thought Enu. And 
then the way opened for her to go to 
a mission school, where she was soon 
after baptized “Martha,” because that was 
the name she wanted. Martha today is 
learning to nurse little sick children and 
babies at a hospital in Central Africa, 
and she is so happy in her work. Noth- 
ing is too much for her to do for her 
Saviour, and she is full of joy and sun- 
shine all the day long. 


WortTHING, Sussex, ENG. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sept. 28. How Would I Spend $1,000,000 on 
Missions? Luke 10: 25-37. (Home and 
foreign missions.) 

Oct. 5: How May We Help Folks in Our 
Community? Jas. 1:27. (Consecration 
meeting.) 

Oct. 12, Marks of a Good Citizen. Jas. 2: 
I-17. 

Oct. 19. 
1-8. 


Christians and Sunday.. Matt. 12: 





Sunday, September 21 


How Improve Our Organization and 
Team-Work? 
‘(Acts 6: 1-7) 





Mon.—Organize to meet needs (Tit. 1: 


5-9). 
Tues.—Large-scale 

2: 1-6). : 
Wed.—Division of labor (Exod. 18 : 13- 


organization (Num. 


27). 
Thurs.— Working together (Luke 10: 1, 2). 
Fri—Plan finances (1 Cor. 16:1, 2). 
Sat.—Each doing his part (Neh. 4: 13- 
23). 











How may we personally reconsecrate our- 
selves? 
How may we learn and study what other 
groups are doing? 
How does the local union train in team- 
2 


FARMER and his friend were driv- 
ing along a country road one dark 

night, when all of a sudden the farmer 
stopped his team. 

“What is the matter?” asked his friend. 

“One tug’s undone,” was the reply. 

“How could you tell in the dark?” 

“By the way they pull.” 

bd 

Perhaps we have been noticing some- 
thing wrong in the pulling of our Young 
People’s society, and it may be that all 
of its members are not definitely united 
to the work and sharing in the load. It 
is difficult, and well nigh impossible, to 
hold the interest of those who are having 
no share in the responsibility and work 
of a society; Our organization plans 
wisely provide for a large number of 
committees where every member may find 
that work for which he or she is par- 
ticularly qualified. Are you making use 
of all your members in this way? 

To do so, of course, means painstaking 
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The Biggest 
Charch School 
Day of the Year 


Bring them in— more than ever before 
—to the greatest Promotion and Rally 
Day you have ever known. One your 
school will remember for years. To 
= this great success equip your school 





helps and supplies from the Standard 
Publishing Co., for nowhere will you 
find more beautiful and inspiring ma-.« 
terials than those offered in our folder of 
Rally Day helps. Welcome tags, com- 
plete programs and services, buttons, post 
cards, songs, souvenirs, promotion certifi- 
cates, awards —all available at prices 
which will enable you to make generous 
distribution. Send now for 


FREE Rally Day 
Information Folder 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


Dept. S-96 
8th and Cutter Sts., Cincinnati, Ohio 
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The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 


$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; for foreign stub- 
scriptions add 5@ cents for postage. 
The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
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in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
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per year. 
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Lesson ‘for September 21 


work and preparation on the part of the 
leaders. The temptation sometimes comes 
to do things ourselves ‘rather than try 
to get others to help. But we shall find 
before long that it is physically impos- 
sible for a little group to carry ‘on effi- 
ciently the work of the society. And 


the idle members will soon drop away 


and find occupation elsewhere. All must 
pull.together if the maximum of useful- 
ness and service is to be reached. 

The apostles found that it was phys- 
ically impossible for them to carry on 
the growing work of the early church, 
and it became necessary to appoint dea- 
cons, as shown in our lesson, to whom 
part of the work might be delegated. But 
there is a great truth that we can learn 
_from their choice of fellow workers. 
Notice what kind of men they chose. 
_They -were “full. of faith” and full of 
Even though the 
work for which these deacons were se- 
lected may have been what we would call 
today “secular,” the apostles considered 
it necessary that they should have a 
vital and lively union with the Lord Jesus 
Christ: oor 

The story is told of an old Assiniboine 
Indian who visited a town in which he 
saw for the first time electric lights. 
After carefully observing them, h¢ pur- 
chased'a number of bulbs and took them 
home with him to the Indian reservation. 
There he. strung them up in his house 
and waited. for them to shine with light 
as those he had seen in the city. How- 
ever, he was sadly. disappointed, and soon 
returned them to the store from which 
he had bought them with the gruff re- 
mark, .“No good.” 


te 
It is. possible for us to have a well- 


- planned -organization and yet have no 


power, unless we see to it that every 
member of our organization is energized 
by the ‘Holy. Spirit from whom alone our 
power for service can come. We need 
to seek Ged’s guidance in selecting our 
committees. We need to help those on 
our committees to secure a better knowl- 
edge of God’s Word. One society has 
found that a weekly or bi-monthly Bible 
study has been of untold help not only 
to their Prayer-Meeting Committee, but 
to the other committees as well, such as 
A deeper un- 
Word wrought a 
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deeper consecration and faithfulness in 
every form of activity. 

Conferences for the deepening of the 
spiritual life are especially helpful in cre- 
ating a good organization and team work. 
One branch sent its staff to America’s 
Keswick for a week-end conference. This 
is beginning at the right end. We need 
organization and we need power. When 
we get them hooked together nothing can 
stop the results. 


PHILADELPHIA, 





With the New Books 











A Great Pioneer Missionary 


Dan Crawford of Central Africa. By 
Dr. G. E. Tilsley. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York City, $6.50.) 


WENTY-TWO years without fur- 
lough was the length of Dan Craw- 
ford’s first term in Africa. He began 
that at the age of nineteen, thinking that 
he had only one year to live, for his 
father had died of consumption, and when 
Dan left his home in Scotland he was 
racked by a constant cough and_ his 
friends said, “Africa will kill him within 
twelve months.” But the verdict was 
wrong, and he preached Christ for thirty- 
three years in Africa, spending only four 
years away from the land he loved so well. 
The inspiring record of Dan Crawford's 
life has been splendidly written by his 
nephew, a Fellow of the Royal Geograph- 
ical Society and of the Royal Society of 
Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, and 
himself a medical missionary carrying on 
the work so well established by Mr. 
Crawford at Luanza in the basin of the 
upper Congo. The author quotes freely 
from his uncle’s journals and letters, 
written in an unusual and striking style, 
with gems of commentary on the Scrip- 
tures and unforgettable pictures of the 
land and the people. A convenience to 
the reader is the chronology, always the 
year, and frequently the month, given at 
the head of every page. 

One of the most striking chapters is 
the account of more than a year that Dan 
spent soon after he reached Africa with 
Mushidi, a powerful and despotic African 
chief. Mushidi ruled an immense territory 
and received tribute from many other 
chiefs. He had his own court execu- 
tioners, and because of his frequent fits of 
rage they had almost daily work. At 
least five times Dan expected to hear the 
order given for his own death, but “under 
the shadow of the Almighty” he lived in 
that turbulent capital for four hundred 
and four days and was looked upon by 
Mushidi as one of his best friends. When 
the old chief was finally killed, the lead- 
erless peoples looked to Dan to keep them 
together, and it was because of his coun- 
sel and leadership, undertaken almost 
against his will, that he received the name 
of Konga Vantu, which means “Gatherer 
of the people.” 

Dan Crawford was constantiy on the 
move, tramping from one village to the 
next preaching Christ. He carried very 
little and in his early days had. only a 
little group of small boys to help him. 
After several years in Africa he received 
his first relief supply of personal requi- 
sites. His biographer writes: “By that 
time not a garment remained to him of 
the small stock with which he had quitted 
Bié; his sheets had long since been sold 
for food; his towels had gone to clothe 
his lads, and his blankets were so thread- 
bare that he was obliged to sleep beside 
a fire to keep warm enough.” But through 
all the poverty and hardships Dan Craw- 
ford was cheerful and buoyed up by a 
passion for souls. Im speaking of the 
need in Africa he said: “I am convinced 
that ‘if there were more abiding in Christ 
there would be less abiding in Britain.’ ” 

Dr. Robert Laws, the great pioneer of 
Nyasaland, has written of Dan Crawford: 
“Next to his character as a zealous mis- 
sionary, Mr. Crawford stands out as a 
great linguist.” In the course of dealing 
with visitors in Luanza in a single mor- 
ning he would often use four or five 
African languages. He was able to con- 





verse in not less than ten or twelve na- 
tive tongues. Dr. Tilstey writes: “Of 
his unceasing application. to the problems 
of expression in Bantu languages, one 
great and lasting monument remains — 
his translations, and in particular his 
translation of the whole Bible into the 
Luba language.” 

After seven years of lonely traveling, 
Dan Crawford was married to Grace Til- 
sley, who journeyed from Scotland to 
Africa to marry him. Already, with a 
loyal group of native helpers, he had 
established the model village and mission- 
ary headquarters at Luanza, on Lake 
Mweru, and there it was that they began 
life together. He was strongly opposed 
to elaborate equipment and buildings, so 
his own house and the church were built 
in native style. Other missionaries 
joined Mr. and Mrs. Crawford, but’ sel- 
dom stayed for any length of time in 
Luanza, as Dan believed firmly that their 
great work was to get the Gospel out: to 
those who had never heard. He came to 
believe in the importance of Bible schools, 
and many have been established in the 
strroundipg villages. From 1911 to I9I5 
he traveled in England, America, and 
Australia, and everywhere he went great 
crowds flocked to hear him, and he was 
given great prominence in the newspapers, 
not because he sought it, but because of 
his striking and forceful personality and 
the great work he had done in. Africa. 
Returning in 1915, he kept on with that 
work until he was taken to be with the 
Lord in 1926. 

Behind the six hundred pages of: the 
biography one sees a large amount of 
labor on the part of the biographer, and 
wisdom and skill in the choice and hand- 
ling of the material. One finds vivid 
word pictures of Africa, unusual Bible 
notes, interesting glimpses of the com- 
mercial and political development of the 
Belgian Congo, andthe inspiring record 
of a long life of: faithful: preaching: in 
loneliness, hardship, and danger. Many 
were the acts of heroism that: came as 
a part of the day’s work in Dan Craw- 
ford’s life. ‘He was a traveler, writer, 
linguist, a pioneer, and a. great mission- 
ary. Above all. things, he preached. the 
Gospel in season and out of season, for 
his rule was to deal. individually with at 
least one person every day about his soul’s 
eternal salvation. He was no less a mis- 
sionary out of Africa than he was in the 
long grass of the Dark Continent. 
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The Remarkable Jew: His Wonder- 
ful Future, God’s Great Timepiece. 
By L. Sale-Harrison, B.D. (L. Sale- 
Harrison, care of. Evangelical Press, 3rd 
and Reily Streets, Harrisburg, Pa. 50 
cents.) For some time Bible students 
have been watching the fig tree budding. 
Current events are fulfilling prophecies 
concerning the Jews. One must know 
his Bible well and read the newspapers 
carefully, however, in order to ‘discern 
the true signs of the time. In this small 
book Mr. Harrison brings to the reader 
the results of a thorough knowledge of 
the Word of God and a close observa- 
tion of the happenings of recent years 
that affect Israel. In the early chapters 
he reviews the history of the Jewish 
people. As the Scriptures prophesied, 
they have been scattered among the na- 
tions, they have become a proverb and 
a byword, but in spite of all their 
troubles they have much of the world’s 
wealth and have persisted as a race. Mr. 
Harrison gives a detailed review of an- 
niversary happenings of the World War 
and of those which have occurred in the 
years following, pointing out their 
Scriptural significance. He quotes free- 
ly from the Bible, and from newspapers 
and periodicals. He gives a brief his- 
tory of the Zionist movement, and im- 
portant facts related to the Jew# return 
to Palestine. The book will be welcome 
to large numbers of Christians, for in 
the space of 120 pages it gives a splen- 
did study of the history of the Jews and 
the significance of their present activities 
in the light of Scripture. 


Conscious weakness causes a saint not 
to dare to move without God—J. N. D. 


* 319 








LEAVE A LITTLE FOR 
THE JEWS 


ewish Mission Bonds” is the title of a 
booklet we would like you to read. Itis yours 
for the asking. Just say ‘Send me your book- 
let, ‘Jewish Mission Bonds.’ ”’ 

No obligations, and no further solicitation— 
not aword. We only want to get our story 
to you; then we'll leave it between you and 
the Lord as to whether: His covenant people 
should have a share in your Annuity gifts. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS TO 
THE JEWS, Inc. 
27 Throop Ave. Brooklyn, N. Y. 


























E HAVE under the bless- 

ing of God a splendid work 
in Roumania. Amid opposition 
and persecution the workers have 
held and taken ground for God. 


If you desire to know more 
about this constructive work, its 
needs, opportunities, and difficul- 


ties, write 


American European Fellowship 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York City, N. Y. 











SUPPORT A NATIVE 


Trained native workers may be supported 
on the mission field for from $25 to $150 a year. 
Nothing deducted from your gifts — 100@ to 
the field. 

POR FULL PARTICULARS WRITE TO 


NATIVE PREACHER CO., Inc. 
Box.S, 251 Fairmount Rd:, Ridgewood, N. J. 








+ Stony Brook 


Scnoot for boys. Offers well-bal- 
anced academic, recreative, charac- 
ter training. Prepares for college or 
: business. Christian-influence. Ac- 
credited. Seven modern buildings on 
35-acre campus. Two athletic fields, 
syaaases, swimming. Write for 
illustrated catalog. 











The last lap 
The Headmaster, Box S, Stony Brook, Long Island, N. Y. 








Get mid of Bandrutt 
Cuticura Soap 


assisted by 
Caticura Ointment 
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Christmas Card Agents 


Earn money for by hed or your church. Sell our 
box assortments of Everyday cards, Christmas cards, 
and Christmas wrappings. Unusual values, big profits. 
Write today for illustrated folder giving full irforma- 


tion. 
THE COLONIAL BEAUTY LINE 
395 Dwight St., Spri id. e 
915 Grand Ave., eee. iges 


Balboa Bidg., San Francisco, Cal. 
514 Mair St., Cincinnati. Ohio. - 


EXTRA CASH FOR YOU 


Show our Beautiful Xmas card assortment. 21 distinc- 
tive designs, lined Env., 78 extra tags and seals, actual 
$2-s50 value. Sells for only-$1.00! 
need. Write for surprise details. 


ING CARD CO 








COLONIAL GREET. 
PANY, Dept. HD., YORK, PA. 


WERNER’S ELITE 
Christmas Cards 


EXTRAORDINARY VALUE 


22 Cards, new designs, with artistic envelopes, 
packed in a beautiful box. 


Send for Sample Box and Selling Pian 
Ce oe 
E.G. WERNER SONS CO., 

236-242 Grape Stréet, Reading, Pa. 

Enclosed find 60c. Send me a sample box “ ELITE 


CHRISTMAS CARDS,” also send details and order 
blanks. 
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( carry men to their desired havens. Those | menians not long ago turned out of their Prayer Succestions: Pray for the §© a 
For Family Worship who behold God’s works in the deep, or | homes. S 


a By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Arks and Fishes 


OAH’S ark was but God’s fish to 
save Noah; Jonah’s fish was God’s 
‘ark’ to save Jonah and the Gentiles in 
Nineveh. Ships are man-made fishes to 








is speaking 


in the mountains, or in the heavens may 
be idolaters, but they are never atheists! 
When truth goes out, tyranny comes in. 
Spiders gather poison out of the flowers 
from which bees get their honey.”— 
Harris H. Gregg, D.D. 





September 15 to 21 
Mon.—Jonah 1:1-3. Jonah’s Call. 


“Jonah” means “dove,” and as the dove 
sought rest in vain in fleeing from the 
ark, so the prophet in fleeing the pres- 
ence of God. Jonah’s disobedience hurled 
him downward: to Joppa, to the inside 
of the ship, to the whale’s belly. Dis- 
obedience to God’s call in Mark 16:15 
means a downward career: to mere 
money-making perhaps, to something 


Prayer SuGcestions: Pray for the 
Church of England Zenana Missionary 
Society (19-21 South Hampton Street, 
Fitsroy Square, London W. 1, Eng.), ask- 


Fri.—Jonah 4:1-5. Jonah’s Complaint. 


Israel unrepentant (2 Kings 13:6; 14: 
24), Amos had predicted (5:27), would 
be “captive beyond Damascus.” So Hosea, 
too (9:3). Jonah dreaded to preach 
repentance to an enemy that might be 
saved to destroy his beloved country. 
He hoped that Nineveh’s destruction 
would lead Israel to repent. But God's 
lesson- was that chosen Israel would’ be 
shamed by a heathen nation’s repentance. 
Jonah was not merely blood-thirstily de- 
siring to see 600,000 people perish be- 
fore his eyes. Let us rejoice, not grieve, 
over the wideness of God’s mercy. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the 
Colonial and Continental Church Society, 
proclaiming the Gospel in the remote 





British Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel among the Jews (9 Great 
James Street, London W. C. 1, Eng.), 
seeking to carry the name of a redeeming 
Messiah into every ghetto of the world. 


Sun.—Psalm 139: 7-12. The Omnipresent God. 


Jonah discovered the great truth of 
this reading. ‘Happy was Jonah that 

d saw in him a root of faith which 
he did not see in Cain (Gen. 4:7, 16). 
We live in a far better day than Jonah. 
Because the Lord Jesus Christ fulfilled 
the ministry that Jonah typified (Matt. 
12:40), and rose and ascended, he could 
send down the Holy Spirit to abide in 
us and make our bodies his temples, a 
grander privilege than that which God 
disciplined Jonah back into (Jonah 2: 4, 
second clause). 











formed faith. 


2—Its regular faculty includes : 
ROBERT DICK WILSON, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. 
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less than God’s best, unless God’s chas-| parts of the British Empire, assist- Prayer Succestions: Pray for Dr.’ 9 
tisements are heeded. Every Christian has | ing thirty dioceses overseas and maintain- | Barnado’s.Homes supporting eight thou- 
this call as really as Jonah had his call. | ing thirty-nine chaplains in Europe (9| sand children, and having sent out into 
Jonah is a type of Israel out of the land, | Serjeant’s Inn, Fleet Street, London E.|\ the world during its splendid history one 
tor the Jews are exiles among all nations, | C. 4, Eng.). hundred and eight thousand five hundred ; 
yet are miraculously preserved. Sat.—Jonah 42611. Jomak’s Lesson. Bible-taught children (17 Barnado House, ri 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for the| The Book of Jonah teaches great les; Stepney Causeway, London E. 1, Eng.). §y 
Sudan United Mission (21 Feicon Court,| sons about God's providences. | It cone we i 
Fleet Street, London E. C. 4, Eng.), in| siders four of God’s “prepared” things 5 
its work of evangelizing over thirty tribes.| (1:17; 4:6, 7, 8). They worked to- Abraham found in the mountain a place |i 
Tues.—Jonah 1: 4-10. Jonah’s Flight. gether to make a prepared prophet. Are | where he could intercede with God, while & 
hat Jonah was we as indifferent about a lost world as| Lot was saying, I cannot escape to the ¥% 
The accepted view is that Ca Jonah was about lost Nineveh? This | mountain, lest some evil take me and I §& 
headed for Tartessus in —s oe marvelous book should stir us to get | dic.” Unbelief always looks at the place 
Howitt of Canada argues ably for Eng-| Goq’s vision of a heart of love for the | of faith as the most awful thing possible 
land as the prophet’s destination. (Send lost al dbo HD 
10. cents to Christ Life, 423 Bessemer 3 er a 
Bldg., Pittsburgh, for Canon Howitt’s 
pamphlet, ny ve - England 
in Prophecy.”) Jonah was fleeing not ra ca i - ae ‘ 
from the universal presence of A STUDENT for the ministry wishes his training to meet every test ! . 
which Par be impossible (Acts 17: . F 
27, 28), ut from continuing to 
ove in God’s immediate ‘ oe Westminster ‘y 
presence in the Holy Land and its Tem- ' 
ple. Jonah slept with a conscience dead- Theological Seminary 
ened by disobedience; our Lord slept ¢ 
th © ks h from sheer weariness in obedience (Mark PHILADELPHIA _ : ‘a sis. 
e mn e I - gpllioe thang: Anertingecietay ve 1—Stands for the entire trustworthiness of the Scriptures and ; 
ge to ourselves in Ephesians 5: 14 be aoe - E 7 ; 
: fore we condemn Jonah too’ severely. for a vigorous defense and furtherance of the historic Re- SS ; 


NED BERNARD STONEHOUSE, Th.D. 


J. GRESHAM MACHEN, D.D.., Litt.D. PAUL WOOLLEY, Th.M 


OSWALD THOMPSON ALLIS, Ph.D., D.D. ALLAN ALEXANDER MACRAE, M.A. 
CORNELIUS VAN TIL, Th.M., Ph.D. JOHN MURRAY, M.A., Th.M. 
Farnished rooms are provided by the Seminary and scholarship aid is 
: granted on the usual basis 
Inquiries concerning registration and requests for the catalogue should be sent to the 
REV. PAUL WOOLLEY, Registrar, 
1528 Pine Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Correct English / 
Can you find his FIVE mistakes? 


F YOU were introduced to an attractive, pros- 

perous-looking man or woman who constantly 
made crude mistakes in grammar and pronuncia- 
tion, what would you think? You could not help 
thinking that this person was sadly lacking in 
education ; you would feel that he, or she, be- 
longed on a lower social level. 


ing for fifty candidates in this its fiftieth 
anniversary year, to de evangelistic, 
| medical, industrial, and educational work 
for women and children in India, Ceylon, 
and China. Why not back up the prayer 
with a “birthday” gift? 


Wed.—Jonah 2:1-10. Jonah’s Prayer. 


Bible memorizing is always a mighty 
help in prayer. Jonah in his dire need 
appropriated the prayers of the Psalms: 


ee ee 




















And yet, unless you have made the correctness | verse 2, Psalm 120:1; verse 3, Psalm Ta 

of your own speech a Aadit, you never can be 42:7: verse 5, Psalm 69:1; verse 7, 

sure that you are not unconsciously making errors Psalny 142: 3 : and 18:6: ; verse 8 

which may cause others to lower their estimates is > at “i oe 1 6: 

of your education and refinement. Psalm 31:6; toee F 9 Ki m Hes A Frank Statement 
You may not make such glaring errors as / ain’ é, 17, 18, and 3:8. ater, be —_ 


you wis, and between you and J, but perhaps you kiah appropriated Jonah’s prayer (Isa. i] 





. a 
commit other mistakes which offend the ears of | 38:17). Jonah got entangled in sea- Re ar di W hea on Cc il 
those who know, and cause them to judge you | weed before the: fish arrived (v. 5). g ng t o ege 
unfairly. Canon Fausset comments: “God’s infi- | : 


nite resources in mercy, as well as judg- 
ment, appear in Jonah’s devourer becom- 
ing his deliverer.” } 
- Prayer SucGcestions: Pray for the 
British and Foreign Bible Society (146 
Queen Victoria Street, London E. C. 4, 
Eng.), basing its work on the conviction 
that “in the operation of the Holy Spirit 
the Word of God still has its ancient 
power to change lives and win men to 
Christ.” 


Thurs.—Jonah 3:1-10. Jonah’s Preaching. 


Jonah’s three days’ praying in the fish 
prepared him for three days’ preaching 


What Can You Do? 


For many years Sherwin Cody studied the prob- 
lem of creating the habit of speaking good Eng- 
lish. He found that under old methods rules are 
memorized, but correct habits are not formed. 
Soon the rules themselves are forgotten. The 
aew Sherwin Cody method provides, on the con- 
trary, for the formation of correct habits by con- 
stantly calling attention to the mistakes you make 
—and then showing you the right way, so that 
correct English soon becomes ‘‘second nature.’ 
Already over 70,000 people have used this method 
with the most marked results. 


Free Booklet on English 


A new booklet explaining Mr. Cody's invention is ready. 
you are ever embarrassed by mistakes in grammar, 


By A. Zz. CONRAD, D.D. 
Pastor of the Park Street Church, Boston, Mass. 


EVER in the history of American education was a College 
like Wheaton more imperatively demanded than today. 
Large numbers of our Educational Institutions are utterly 

neglecting the religious side of life and what is worse, pervert- 
ing the ethical side. Wheaton College, standing strongly for 
Evangelical Christianity, is one of the few Institutions whose influ- . 
ence upon student life % permanently beneficial. There is no 

measuring the power or influence of a College like Wheaton on | 
the lives of the students who attend. The requirements are sane 
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spelling, punctuation, pronunciation, or if your vocabu- in Nineveh. Our Lord’s three days in and not unreasonable. The great objective with Wheaton is to 
pag Be imited, this new booklet will prove a revelation | the tomb prepared him: for his resurrec- 
0 you 


ak Send’ the coupon or a letter or peut card for it 
R DY SCHO@GL OF ENGLISH, 359 
Searle Building, Rochester, N. Y. 


fet ie ee ee ee ee ee 
SHERWIN CODY SCHOOL OF ENGLISH 
359 Searle Building, Rochester, N. Y. 

Please send me your free booklet, ‘ How You Can 
Master Good English —in 15 Minutes a Day.’ 


. . ; make Christian character, and she does it and does it nobly. 
tion-ascension testimony, through us, as 


he abides in us, to a lost world. Jonah 
was an example incarnate (Luke 11: 30) 
to his listeners of God’s mercy. They 
had been worshipers of the fish-god | 
Dagon and knew of Jonah’s deliverance. | 





I continually recommend young men and women who want an 
education which really educates and graduates them with an ever 
increasing faith in eternal réatities, to go to Wheaton. 


Only a resurrection message can win the . ° ° 
Name... eee e errr erence eeserreees lost. Modernism saves no souls. | For information please write to 
Yee Prayer Svuccestions: Pray 


President J. OLIVER BUSWELL, Wheaton, Illinois 

















y for the 
Armenian Massacre Relief (76 Y, Strand, 
London H’. C. 2, Eng.); for its problem 
of caring for two thousand er more Ar- 


This valuable booklet can not be sent to children. 
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